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Phonetics is the study of how speech sounds – both

consonants and vowels and other phonetic features

such as stress and intonation – are produced and

what their properties are. 
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Speech production process

Respiratory process

Phonatory process

Articulatory process





THREE airstream mechanisms

Pulmonic airstream mechanisms

Glottalic airstream mechanisms

Velaric airstream mechanisms



...involves the lungs, which

force air through the vocal

tract for speech in the same

way as for breathing. 

The PULMONIC airstream mechanism 



...involves the glottis and

a raising or lowering of 

the vocal folds to change

the pressure in the vocal

tract.   

The GLOTTALIC airstream mechanism 

The pharyngeal

airstream mechanism 



The VELARIC airstream mechanism 

...is produced by 

a closure between 

the velum and the 

back of the tongue. 

The oral airstream mechanism 



The directions of airstream

Egressive 

airstream

ingressive 

airstream



The states of the glottis

Open glottis Glottis in vibration
  Glottal stop 

[Closed glottis]

Whisper Creaky voice Breathy voice





THREE features 

of articulatory properties 

Voicing

Place of

articulation

  Manner of

articulation
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