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Phonology is the study of sound

systems or the patterns of sounds

In a language.

Phonology aims to discover the
sound patterns in individual
languages.




The different distribution of English and Thai sounds

* English * English

song /soy/ , /somy/ land . >

hang /hen/ feel —

/1)/

* Thai * Thai
work na: and

busy un play




A phoneme is the smallest and contrastive or
sighificant unit of the sound of a language,
which, when replaced with another sound.
results in a change in meaning.

Therefore, o phoneme can not be subdivided into
o smaller unit. For example. 'Can’ can be broken

to /k/+/e/+/n/ but phonemes /k/+/ae/+/n/
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cah hot further be broken into smaller units. 4




Minimal pairs are beneficial in identifying the

phonemes of a language.

|f two sounds occur in a minimal pair, two
sounds to be contrastive, replacing one with
the other in a word can change the meaning of

t+he word.




3. kiek e R Sgick

B it LR s teap

C. stray . spray [sprel ]




1. C{:)mplementar}r
distribution

They are non-

contrastive
distribution

2. Pree variation




Allophones of a single
1. CDmplemﬂ‘ﬂtﬂf}’ phoneme do not appear
distribution in the same phonetic

EIl"ETiI onment.

a. till [ tl | 1. still [ stil |
b. tea | tr: | . strong | stronga(r)] , | stro:ng

c. ick [tik] c. stick [ stik |




Three allophones are the different ways of pronouncing

the phoneme /t/ in different phonetic environments

Allophones

[ 2]

[t]

[d]

Distribution Examples

1in word-mitial position  tea, till, tick

after /s/ still, strong, stamp, stick

between a stressed vowel water, little, bitter, letter
and an unstressed vowel




Allophones of a single

phoneme may appear in the

same ph{metic environment
but they do not cause a
difference 1n a word’s

meanin o.

ec. English /r/

2. Free variation

alveolar ﬂpproﬂjinaﬂt

voiceless alveolar ﬂpproxjinaut (ﬂfter voiceless

sounds)
retrotlex approximant (West England)
alveolar flap (Scottish) eg. [grIn]

uvular fricative (T vneside)

e




» Contrastive distribution » Complementary distribution
Replacing one phoneme with Allophones usually appear 1n
another 1n a word can change the different phonetic contexts. Their
word’s meaning. In other words, appearance 11 a particular phonetic

phc:ﬂemes can appear 1in minimal environment is predictﬂble.

pairs. » Free variation
A]lc:phc:-nea may sometimes appear
in the same phoﬂetic environment

but they do not cause a ditterence

1in a word’s mefmiﬂg.










