
Language Learning and Skill 
Assessment : Reading



Nature of Reading

• Reading is a form of brain processing 

by decoding written manuscripts 

for meanings.

• Many claimed that success in reading is 

comprehension. 



Nature of Reading

• Reading is a skill which can help improve 

thinking, idea systematization, language 

learning, and ideas for creativity.

• Reading can support literacy improvement 

and imagination.

• The accurate use of language can be 

nurtured through reading. 

• Reading habit can support life-long learning.



https://www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/english-level-test/reading  

https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/take-ielts/prepare/free-ielts-english-practice-tests/reading 



Microskills

Language knowledge : What does a student 

need to learn in order to read? 

1.Grapheme and orthographic 

pattern discrimination

2.Language chunks

3.Reduced word forms 

(from their normal form)

4.Grammartical boundaries/core of words/ more grammar rules (tense, 

pluralization, comparison and etc.)



5.Word order pattern/ semantic modification (linguistic significance) 

*interpretation

6.Major and minor constituents 

in sentence formation

7.Meanings in different 

word categories

8.Methods of using cohesive devices in a 

reading text (Idea link among information parts) 

9.Appropriate information processing speed (finding specific information)



Macroskills

Communicative functions: What does a student need to learn in order 

to read? 

1.Rhetoric discourse and 

interpretation form styles and 

art of communication 

2.Intention and purposes of an 

author/ literal and implied meanings 

3.Real-world knowledge to make 

inference while reading (time, place, cause, effect) 



4.Relationship among information parts 

(main idea, supporting details, techniques 

of idea linking: exemplification, comparison 

and contrast, chronological order)

5.Roles of culture

6.A battery of reading strategies (guessing, noticing, key words)



Types of Reading

Perceptive 

Selective

Interactive

Extensive 



Reading Assessment/Evaluation
1.Perceptive reading

Able to recognize letters, words, punctuation, and grapheme symbols

Read aloud

A test taker reads separate letters, words, phrases and sentences. 
Recognizable utterances are considered as correct ones.



Multiple choice



Picture cued items



2.Selective reading

Able to understand and to read several features of lexical, grammatical 
and discourse structure of a language

Multiple choice



Matching



Editing



Picture cued task



3.Interactive reading

Able to have reader-text interaction for meaning negotiation through 
the use of schemata while reading a certain longer paragraph or text

Cloze task



Cloze task

A test taker needs to delete irrelevant words while reading.

Cloze-elide procedure 



Impromptu reading plus questions

There is a passage and a series of questions testing reading 
comprehension.

There can be about 1) main idea 2) idioms or phrases 3) inference 4) 
grammar 5) details 6) irrelevance 7) supporting points and 8) 
vocabulary. 

Besides its multiple choice format,  a short-answer format is an 
alternative.



Ordering

After reading, a test of understanding can be conducted by reordering 
details or important points of a story or an event series.



Information transfer

Providing charts, maps, graphs, 

diagrams and other type of 

information presentation is 

allowed to include to test reading. 

After reading from materials or 

provided information, a test taker 

needs to convert nonverbal information 

into comprehensible outputs. 

In so doing, the language ability and schemata work together. 



That is, a test taker must be able to:

-understand specific type of graphics or presentation structure

-understand numbers, headings or symbols used in a reading piece

-understand relationships among parts of the read information

-read between the lines 



4.Extensive reading

It is reading a longer and more complicated text. Reading reports, 
research or project proposals are of this reading level and this focuses 
on meaning and top-down process.

Skimming : quick reading to get some important points and a concept 

Summarizing: writing important points in brief 

Responding: writing to express opinions toward an issue

Notetaking and outlining: grabbing only important points in a test 
taker’s own understanding. 
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