
Language Learning and Skill 
Assessment : Listening



Nature of Listening

• Listening is in action when 

speaking is ongoing.

• Listening with comprehension 

depends on understandability of speaking.

• Listening is part of speaking due to their

interplay roles.  

• It is claimed as a receptive skill which is 

a basis for language learning or acquisition.



You can test your listening skill here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8mRwu1gdbE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8mRwu1gdbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8mRwu1gdbE


Skills in Listening
• Microskills

What are they?

Are they only about the lexis level?

Are they too much on grammatical matters?



Skills in Listening

• Macroskills

Are they about an abrupt understanding?

Are they observable in advanced listeners?



Microskills

Language knowledge : 

What does a student need to learn in order 

to develop their listening? 

1.Sounds of English 

2.Pronunciation patterns 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/oxford3000-5000?dataset=english&list=ox3000&level=a2



3.Language chunks 

4.Reduced word forms 

(from their normal form)

5.Grammartical boundaries

(phrases/ clauses/ sentences)

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-

development/teachers/teaching-knowledge-database/c/chunks



6.Word order pattern/ semantic modification

7.Meanings in different word categories

8.Major and minor constituents in sentence formation



9.Speech at different rates of delivery

10.Speech with some variables (errors, fillers, corrections, pauses)

11.Methods of using cohesive devices in spoken discourse 



Macroskills

Communicative functions: 

What does a student need to learn in order to listen? 

1.appropriate use of words in situations 

2.real-world knowledge to make inference or 

prediction while listening (time, place, cause, effect) 



3.relationship among information parts (main idea, supporting details, techniques 

of idea linking: exemplification, comparison and contrast, chronological order)



4.body language or tone of a speaker (emotion, intention)

5.a battery of listening strategies (guessing, noticing, key words)



Types of Listening

Intensive

Responsive

Selective

Extensive



Listening Assessment/Evaluation
1.Intensive listening : recognize sounds, intonation and grammar, and 
store them in a short-term memory

Recognizing phonology and morphology



Paraphrase recognition



2.Responsive listening: determine or differentiate speech types used in 
events, simultaneously understand both context and content and make 
short responses.

A question and answer format test (open-ended or a close-ended 
question in a conversational format)



3.Selective listening: use a variety of linguistic strategies and/or 
schemata to give exact answers from a stretch of information or simple 
interpretation from denotation and connotation in messages

Listening cloze (cloze dictations or partial dictations)

A test taker listens to a story, a conversation or a lecture and there are 
some missing items to complete with exact words.



Information transfer 

An understanding after listening is transferred to selecting a correct 
choice or, alternatively, giving an answer in different formats, such as, 
table, chart, and etc.





Sentence repetition 

1.A test taker listens to a sentence 

2.A test taker reproduces the whole or a partial sentence orally with 
correct understanding. 

*A correct understanding after listening is basically a supportive factor 
for a correct answer.

*Between comprehension errors and language errors, make a decision 
on what to judge. 



4.Extensive listening: retain an endurable or true conceptual 
understanding in a long-term memory with independence on linguistic 
forms 

Communicative stimulus –response task

1. A situation is provided in a dialogue or other format 

2. A test taker listens carefully. 

3. Then, there are questions asking about listening comprehension in 
textual components and their relationship. 





Authentic listening tasks

Bringing real world tasks to classroom testing 

can prove how well a test taker can perform 

or use learnt knowledge independently. 

Notetaking (Listening+Writing)

Editing (Finding discrepancies between 

a written and a spoken text)

Interpretative task (listen to longer information 

within a time limit and explain in different 

dimensions or in brief)
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