
Phonology

Asst.Prof.Dr. Teeraporn Plailek
Faculty of Education,  

Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University  



Phonology is the study of the
sound system of a language.  It
focuses on how sounds function  in
a particular language and how
they are  organized  within it.



The different distribution of
English and Thai sounds



A phoneme  is the smallest unit  of sound that
can change meaning.

Therefore, a phoneme can not be subdivided 
into a smaller unit. For example;  

      “Can” can be broken to  /k/+/æ/+/n/  
        but phonemes  /k/+/æ/+/n/

can not be further broken into smaller units.  



An allophone  is a variation of a phoneme 
that does not change the meaning.

In English:

[pʰ]  appears at the beginning  of a syl lable, as in “pin” 
[p] typical ly fol lows /s/, as in “spin” → [spɪn]

Both [pʰ]  and [p] are  al lophones of the phoneme /p/.  



In Thai:

Aspiration does change meaning. For example:
ปา /paː/  = throw (unaspirated)
พา /pʰaː/ = bring (aspirated)

These are different phonemes because changing
aspiration changes the meaning of the word.

             [pʰ]  is an al lophone of the phoneme /pʰ/.  
             [p] is an al lophone of the phoneme /p/.  







Minimal pairs are beneficial in identifying the
phonemes of a language.

If two sounds occur in a minimal pair, two

sounds to be contrastive, replacing one with

the other in a word can change the meaning of
the word.
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