
Chapter 3
The period from 1000 B.C to 300 B.C.

History of Mathematics 



Topics

The Greeks

Origins of Greek Mathematics 

From Pythagoras to Plato

Influence of Plato and Aristotle

The Orient



1. The Greeks





Centers of 
Mathematics 

Activity



The merchants of Phoenician 
coast

Birth of Greek Arithmetic 

Babylon
Egypt

Asia Minor

Commercial Arithmetic 



The Greatest Commercial 
Town

Herodotus Miletus 

Strabo 



Miletus 



Greek multiplication table on a wax tablet



Early Greek Appreciation 

of Geometric Forms



Greek Algebra 



2.  Origins of Greek Mathematics 
Thales

The first of the Greek to 
take any scientific 
interest in mathematics 
in general.

Astronomy
Geometry 

Theory of number



Stories 
concerning

Thales



Arithmetic of Thales



Geometry of Thales



3. From Pythagoras to Plato



Pythagoras of Samos



Samos



School of Crotona

School of Pythagoras 



Philosophy of Pythagoras 





Geometry of Pythagoras 



Pythagoras 
on Music



Zeno of Elea



Achilles and Tortoise 



The Method of Exhaustion 



Eudemus (335 B.C.)



4. Influence of  Plato and Aristotle



Plato on Geometry 



Aristotle



5. The Orient 



China



India 



Mesopotamia



Discussion 3
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