
Unit-4 

Activities/Tools used in Social Science Teaching 

Lesson Planning  

In this chapter, we explore the different types of classroom activities, 
reasons you might use different activities, and how you can use activities in a lesson. 

Social Science education isn't just about memorizing dates; it’s built on three core 
dimensions: 

1. Knowledge: Introducing students to new information, facts, and conceptual 
frameworks. 

2. Skills: Developing the practical abilities required to analyze and interpret the world. 

3. Values: Cultivating the ethical perspectives and civic responsibilities essential for 
society. 

To bridge the gap between theory and practice, the lesson should align skill development 
with Bloom’s Taxonomy, a framework designed to move students from basic recall to 
higher-order critical thinking. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A balanced curriculum includes activities that focus on each of these skills. 
The activities in the Social Studies might include: 



• Decision-making: The importance of making choices, and how these choices affect 
others.  

• Solidarity: Support and unity around a common idea.  
• Cooperation: Working together and assisting each other to reach a common goal. 
• Negotiation: Working step by step towards agreement. 
• Participation: Activity taking part in a process and expressing views.  
• Independent Learning: Self-study 
• Compromise: Giving up something to reach a greater goal. 
• Teamwork: Cooperating in small groups/ 
• Discussion: Peaceful communication and the sharing of diverse ideas. 
• Problem-Solving: Exploring solutions to difficult issues.  
• Research and Inquiry: Investigating issues in greater depth and asking questions in 

search of new conclusions.  

Lesson Objectives  

When planning a lesson, the first thing to do is identifying the objectives (or 
goals) of the lesson. Sometimes these are listed in a curriculum or syllabus document or 
textbook. Sometimes teachers need to design the objectives by themselves. Lessons often 
have several knowledge and skills goals. Some examples might be: 

Investigate the causes of the 2021 military coup. 

List ideas for improving waste management. 

Compare the economic systems of Thailand and Myanmar.  

Predict the outcome of the next election.  

Classify items into natural and human-made. 

Give directions to the capital city using a road map.  

After setting the lesson objectives, teachers can design and sequence activities that will 
help students reach these objectives.  
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Lesson Cycles  

One common lesson structure might look like this: 

a. An introduction to the topic 
b. Presenting some information about the topic 
c. A series of activities to connect the topic to the students’ contexts and to help 

students process and use the new information and skills.  
d. A reviewing activity to help students remember the new information or skills, 

which students could finish for homework.  

Sometimes this will take an entire lesson. Sometimes there might be several 
cycles in one lesson, especially if they are long lessons.  

 

 

 

 



 

Making a More Detailed Lesson Plan 

To get a deeper understanding of the lesson and more practice with the various skills, a 
teacher might do a lesson plan as follow:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Introduction and Presentation 
This section will focus on two types of activities:  

• Activities you can use before present new information 
• Activities to present new information in different ways 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


