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‘\D I YHE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER is an elegant figure- ViEWE
K eight-shaped string instrument. To play the

instrument you press the strings with the ﬁngers af w‘
vour left hand, and pluck them with vour right.

O iginating in the late 18th century, the Appalachian
dulcimer has been used for dance music. It has also
accompanied ballads and songs since the 195(s.
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NAME: APPALACHIAN DULCIMER IZ'

FAMILY: Ht:'ingﬁ.

BTRINGE

PITCH EAMNGE: Around two octaves.

MATERIAL: Wooden frethox and haody,
with metal strings,

SIZE: variable, This example is 3 ft 4 in
(1 m} long,

ORIGINS: The Appalachian dulcimer j
was derived from the northwest European
rither, and has been plaved in the

Appalachian mountains of Morth America
since the late 18th century,

=0 To MaF

CLASSIFICATION: Chordophone: an
instrument that produces its sound by the
vibration of strings.

DD YOU KNOW? In the 1950,
American performers popularized the
Appalachian dulcimer, establishing it as an
accompaniment w ballads and dances,
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T HE FIVESSTRIN G BANJO has a circular body

and a long ﬁnger board. It has a stretched
plastic, tambourine-shaped belly, and a wooden
soundchamber attached at the back. You play

the banjo by plucking the strings with vour

- fingers or with a plectrum. Banjos often feature in

Tailpicce " ragtime, bluegrass, and traditional jazz music.
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MAME: Banjo

FAMILY: Strings,

STRINGS
PITCH RANGE: Twoand-a-half .ﬁ}
OCEAVES 5
COMFLETE
RAHGE

MATERIAL: Wooden body, parchment
or plastic skin, and gut or metal stings,

SIZE: 11 in (28 cm) in diameter.

ORIGINSG: The modern banjo may have |
evolved from an instrument used by West

African slaves in the "New Waorld™ (the &0 Tio MaE
American continent) in the 17th century,

CLASSIFICATION: Chordophone: an
instrument that produces is sound by the
vibration of strings. w

DID YOU KNOW? There is a theory ?1{' !
that the banjo was invenwed by slaves on L I"*Ii
plantarions in America. It was creaved by Bl
putting astick through a drum and then ! \ﬁ
adding strings. c'_J:H
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F m|_i||:-i|i|'|g the lension
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T HE WOODEN BRIDGE sits frecly on the

stretehed plastic belly of the bango,
secured firmly by the pressure of the serings. A

separate metal tailpiece holds the strings in place,

THUMBSTRING

Mac hine head

Thumbstring

T HE THUMBSTRING is held in place and

adjusted by a machine head situaved
part of the way along the fingerboard, Tvis a

short, high-pitched string and is played by the

thumb. Itis usually used as a drone string,

S0 m']ing constantly under the melody,



HEADSTOCK

Mac hine head

the machine heads sitwared on the banjo’s
headstock, The wension on each string is adjusted
by turning the individual machine heads until cach
string is correctly in tune,

f I THE FOUR MAIN 5TRINGS are threaded into

Resonator Guitar «

Headstock

Fingerboard

THE ReEsonaTOR GUITAR is an
acoustic guitar with aluminum
plates fitted inside the body to boost the
sound. It is loud enough to be heard in
Bridge WIEW S ;"] live performances without an amplifier.
Tailpiece [ = Pm\f Dobros, and other resonator guitars

such as Nationals, first appedred in the
R 19205, and were used in dance bands
and to play the blues.

Resonator

-
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FACTS BoX

NAME: BesoNATOR GUITAR

FAMILY: Strings, Fem—

PITCH RANGE: About three octaves. qﬁi}

MATERIAL:; Wooden, plastic, or metal BOmMRLETE

. - . RAHGE
body, with aluminium mesonating cones,

SIZE: About 3 fi 4 in=3 ft 6 in
(L2107 m) long.

ORIGINS The FesOTALOT uitar \ 4
developed in 1920k and 1950k, in
California and the Midwest in the LISA. G0 TO Map

CLASSIFICATION: Chordophone: an
instrument that produces its sound by the =
vibration of strings.

DID YOU KNOW? This instrument
was given an internal resonawr in onder
boy increase i volume. Apart from being
popular with dance bands, the resonator
guitar was also used by jaee and blues
musicians in the 149 530s,

Rﬁttle Drum %

Dirum head
. . r
Animal skin strete hed Wooden ratcle
over wooden hm|||._ This is also a Native
American tribal
instrment.

Handle
Covered in tghily
wotinad leather.

Decoration
Varies according to
the tribe or region.

TH]S RATTLE DRUM comes from
a tribe of Native American
E@B People. 1t is called a drum because it has a stretched
PLaT skin head, but the sound is produced by tiny pellets
that rattle inside the drum when it is shaken.
Rattle drums and rattles are widely used by Native
American People, especially for ceremonial purposes.
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FAcTS BOX

MNAME: RATTLE DRUM -n
FAMILY: Percussion. :

PERCUSSION
MATERIAL: Wooden frame, with skin
heads and :':-Jttling pelles, commonly seeds
or matre kernels,
SIZE: 18in (46 cm) Loy,
ORIGING: The ratle drum is a Native el

American instrument. Since prehistoric

times, the rattle drum has been played by B0 To lE
the Plains Indians during feciliy rives,

which were designed o promote the

growth of corn,

CLASSIFICATIOM: Membranophone:
an instrument that produces its sound by
the vibration of a stretched skin,

DD YOU KMOW? Many of the p{%
Mative American rattle drums and .C chl.{
rattles are so boaurifully and elegantly ‘H_ i
decorared that they are widely regarded as ;};S_Z—lg

objects of art in their own :'ight.

Ukulele =
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T HE UUKULELE 18 a very small four-
string guitar that produces a
twangy sound when you pluck the
strings. 1t is normally used to accompany

Soundhaole

e Eq\\ a singer. Its sound can also be heard in

% warious stvles of jazz and folk music,
PL&T - ) . . .
I'here was a craze for ukulele plaving in

the 193505, 194()s, and 1950 but it is
seldom heard today.

e
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NAME: URULELE

STRINGS

FAMILY: Strings,

PITCH BEANGE: Up to two octaves,

MATERIAL: Wooden body, with nylon
O Ul strings.

SIZE: Variable: this example is 21 in
(53 cm} long.

ORIGINS: The ukulele is an Hawaiian
instrument, descended from the
Fortuguese “machow dabraca,” which
wors hmught to Hawaii from Madeira in
1879,

CLASSIFICATION: Chordophone: an
instrument that produces is sound by the
vibwation of strings,

DID YOU KNOW? The ukulele’s name
mieans “houncing flea” in Hawaiian, Itwas
also known as the taro-parch fiddle, from
the Poruyguese "machew da rajao.”

VIEWS

BACK VIEW
Body

E]1|I |1I'W I"‘Hh-'
projects sound.
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Tuning pegs = -
The instroment is tned by
I'wi'-lill_.;' I||||i||_.;’ s 10

SIDE VIEW tghten or loosen sirings.



