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“Alphabetical spelling does not

consistently represent speech sounds.”

“The way words are written using letters

does not always match how they are

pronounced.”



we               /wi:/  

machine     /məˈʃi:n/

bee              /bi:/

tea               /ti:/

amoeba       /əˈmi:bə/

Caesar        /ˈsi:zə(r)/

   The same sound is represented by using different letters.

/ i: /



hard            /hɑ:(r)d/  

want            /wɒnt/

about           /əˈbaʊ/

many           /ˈmeni/

ant               /ænt/

   The same letter can represent different sounds.

 a 



theme          /θi:m/ 

shirt             /ʃɜ:(r)t/

photo           /ˈfəʊtəʊ/

sock              /sɒk/

root               /ru:t/

A single sound is represented by a combination

of letters



box             /bɒks/

exam          /ɪɡˈzæm/

A single letter represents more than one sound.

A letter does not represent any sound.

knight       /naɪt/
debt           /det/

There is no letter to represent sounds that occur.

/ j /
use             /juːz/

perfume    /pərˈfjuːm/



International Phonetic Alphabet

  The alphabet would be unambiguous: each sound 

  would have exactly one symbol, and each symbol 

  would represent only one sound. 

      The alphabet would be universal. There would be 

      enough symbols so that every sound in every 

      human language could be represented.



/p/      /b/      /t/      /d/     /k/     /g/

/m/     /n/      /ŋ/     /f/      /v/     /θ/

/ð/      /s/       /z/     /ʃ/       /ʒ/     /h/ 

/tʃ/      /dʒ/     /l/     /w/     /ɹ /     /j/
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CluesCluesClues
1.  A person whose job is teaching, especially in a school.

2.  A large bird that is often kept for its eggs or meat.

3.  To stop and hold a moving object or person, especially in your hands.

4.  A hard brown sweet food made from cocoa beans used in cooking to 

     add taste to cakes, etc. or eaten as a sweet.

5.  An area of sand or small stones, next to the sea or a lake.

6.  Looking at somebody/something for a time, paying attention to what 

     happens.

7.  A thing that is difficult to deal with or to understand.

8.  The study of speech sounds and how they are produced





THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU
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