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Definitions of Vowels

Vowel is a speech sound in which the mouth is open
and the tongue is not touching the top of the mouth,
the teeth, etc.

(Oxford Learner's Dictionary)

Vowel is a speech sound produced by humans when
the breath flows out through the mouth without
being blocked by the teeth, tongue, or lips.

(Cambridge Learner's Dictionary)
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Vowels are described based on the features:
Tongue position
Tongue height

Lip position
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The IPA: Vowels

Front Nearfront Central Nearback Back
Close 1 y—iH wiu
Near close L 0
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Vowels at right & left of bullets are rounded & unrounded.




The IPA: Vowels

Front Nearfront Central Nearback Back
Close 1 y—1i4 wiu
Near close i #°X .0
Closemid € X\ @ 946 ¥10
Mid 3
Open mid oe—s\e—n )
Near open

e
Open a' E-d \—Cl D

Vowels at right & left of bullets are rounded & unrounded.




| Monophthongs \

Central

long | short




Rounding:
unrounded See Isi:/
close unrounded Any  /eni/
near-close unrounded Sit Is1t/
near-open unrounded Hat /haet/

open-mid unrounded Ten lten/

open unrounded Arm  Ja:(r)m/
open-mid back unrounded Cup /kap/
open-mid rounded Saw /so

open back rounded Got /guot/

open-mid central unrounded Fur  /fa:(r)/

mid central unrounded Ago Je'geu/
close back rounded Too ftu:/
near-close near-back rounded Put /put/
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What is a diphthong?

» “Diphthong is a vowel sound in which the tongue
changes position to produce the sound of two
vowels”.

(Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary)

“Diphthong is a single sound produced when two
vowels (one dominant in duration and stress, and
one reduced in duration and stress), are paired
together in a sequence”.

(Linda I. House: Introductory Phonetics and Phonology).




Monophthongs
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» There are eight diphthongs commonly
used in English. They are: /e1/, /a1/,
laul, lavl, 121/, 118/, leal, and [uval.
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Diphthong: , Phonetic Transcription:

[e1] fpet/
[a1] i /farv/
[ev] /haovm/
[av] /nav/
[o1] joi /d3o1n/
[19] nia(r)/
[ed] ' /hea(r)/
[v8] /pjus(r)/
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1 /al

» The /a/ is longer in duration and forms
the nucleus of the diphthong, while /1/ is
shorter and unstressed.
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N e s s

e Time /tarm/
* Fly /fla1/
e Tie /tai/
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(2) /av/

» The /a/ is longer in duration and forms
the nucleus of the diphthong, while the
/ol is shorter and unstressed.

e Cow /kao/
e Loud /laod/
e How /hao/
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\!32 [o1/ |

» The /o/ in longer in duration and forms
the nucleus of the diphthong, while the
/1/is shorter and unstressed.

» Boy /bot/
* Boll /botl/
* Qi [o1l/
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(4) /e1/ |

* The /e/ is longer in duration and forms
the nucleus of the diphthong, while the
/1/1s shorter and unstressed.

» Say /se1/
* Brain /brein/
» Game /geim/
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(5) /ed/ |

» The /e/ is longer in duration and forms
the nucleus of the diphthong, while the
/al is shorter and unstressed.

* There /oea(r)/

» Bear /bea(r)/
» Share /Jea(r)/
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(6) [13/ \

» The /1/ is longer in duration and forms
the nucleus of the diphthong, while /a/ is
shorter and unstressed.

* Here /hia(r)/
* Dear /d1a(r)/
» Gear /gia(r)/
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(7) [0d/ \

» The /u/ is longer in duration and forms
the nucleus of the diphthong, while /a/ is
shorter and unstressed.

* Pure /pjua(r)/
* Purify /pjoerifar/
* You're fjoa(r)/
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(8) /au/ \

» The /a/is longer in duration and forms
the nucleus of the diphthong, while /v/ is
shorter and unstressed.

» Toast [taust/
» Coke /kauk/
* Globe /glavb/
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Thank you




