
Cultural Awareness in Translation



Influence of Ecology



-Words describing ecological conditions, crops, or creatures differ from 
place to place. 

-When you translate a word about a season, do you understand it the 
same way as those from other culture?



-When you are saying a word telling part of a day or a natural phenomenon, a 
word from familiarity may cause some meaning negotiation deadlock while 
thinking about another in a foreign language.

https://www.ejan.co/news/5fe48a3b2260a

https://cloudatlas.wmo.int/en/hoar-frost.html



https://www.nstda.or.th/sci2pub/halo/

There can be a lot more than
you know.

More words are invented after 
discoveries. 

There are 3 types!



-Because of ecological differences, originality of corps, fruits, and produce 
causes creation of words spoken in regions. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/24/the-
indescribable-scent-of-feijoa-the-exotic-fruit-that-became-the-
smell-of-new-zealand-childhood

https://www.facebook.com/groups/235921
823140768/posts/4801364689929769/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lP4bnsiK9gk



Influence of Material Culture 



-Some artifacts represent the cultural uniqueness. Without prior 
knowledge, many loan words cannot be understood. 

What is it called?

Shirt?

Blouse?

Suit?

What is it called?

Can it be a 
breast chain?
Ornamental 
chain?



From Japanese into English

https://www.tokyoweekender.com/art_and_culture/fashion/complete-guide-to-japanese-kimono/

Now, English into Thai!



Not a bowl or a group of flowers.
What is it in Thai? What kind of circumstance or 
atmosphere, in terms of culture, do you feel?



https://www.marionskitchen.com/american-fried-rice/



-Words for artifacts in some culture are not understood in others.

https://www.posttoday.com/politics/379998



https://www.tiktok.com/@domepakornlamfc/v
ideo/7437045057053641992

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15d7abfNvge/



-More and more words can be created to name inventions in the era of 
technology advancement. 



Influence of Social Culture



-Social classes, traditions and norms define words for demographic groups, races or 
status.

https://aseannow.com/topic/984040-thousands-of-thais-becoming-little-ghosts-in-south-korea/





-Some words, when spoken, can represent an emotional state, a social background 
and relationship in a social group.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BKzyjmzti4

https://www.khaosod.co.th/special-stories/news_2239547



https://site.uit.no/english/writing-style/letters/

https://www.tesol.org/docs/default-source/new-resource-library/business-letter-basics----proper-addresses-and-salutations-2.pdf?sfvrsn=0

-Words for addressing colleagues and other people are different among cultures.
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Influence of Religious Culture



-Some philosophies cannot be effortlessly and understandably passed on to those with 
different beliefs. 

What are they in English? 
Guess before search. 

Live a simple life. 





-Different understandings can cause difficulties in word selection to describe a tradition 
appropriately.



https://farewill.com/articles/whats-a-celebration-of-life



Influence of Linguistic Culture



-New words or short forms are always created and used in many social groups.



http://www.hotpepper.ca/blog/2016/03/07/7-examples-of-sexist-language-to-avoid-in-your-writing/

-Word use and expressions in different cultures are unique. 



-Different morphological or phonological features of words in languages can cause some 
difficulties in sound and letter transcription. 

https://shorturl.at/nyDtd



https://mgronline.com/live/detail/9680000086461
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