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Phonology  is the study of sound
systems or the patterns of sounds
in a language.  

Phonology aims to discover the
sound patterns in individual
languages.



The different distribution of English and Thai sounds



A phoneme is the smallest  and contrastive or
significant unit  of the sound of a language,
which, when replaced with another sound,
results in a change in meaning.  

Therefore, a phoneme can not be subdivided into
a smaller unit. For example; “Can” can be broken
to /k/+/æ/+/n/ but phonemes /k/+/æ/+/n/

can not further be broken into smaller units.  



Minimal pairs are beneficial in identifying the
phonemes of a language.

If two sounds occur in a minimal pair, two

sounds to be contrastive, replacing one with

the other in a word can change the meaning of
the word.
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