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SKIM & SCAN



Skimming is very fast reading. When 
you skim, you read to get the general 
idea of the text but not all, of the details.



Skimming   
for  General  

Ideas



How to skim
for general idea







Read the lists of newspaper headlines. Then skim the following newspaper 
articles from The Nation and the Bangkok Post. Try to look for the general topic of 

each article. Then match the article with the suitable headline. Write the correct 
headline on the line provided.

North Korean students impress
Nobel laureates

High-tech cheats lead to RSU test 

re-do

Scratch varsity team victorious in 
English-language competition
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1. ___________________________________________________
WHAT HAPPENED at the Kim Ilsung University on Monday 

should provide an interesting glimpse into one aspect of North Korea 
that has rarely been seen by outsiders before. 

The fact that three Nobel laureates were able to travel to 
Pyongyang and make their presentation before more than 500 students 
and professors of the country’s oldest and most prestigious university 
was already remarkable enough given the many sanctions against the 
regime of President Kim Jong-un

North Korean students impress Nobel laureates



North Korean students impress
Nobel laureates

High-tech cheats lead to RSU test re-do

Scratch varsity team victorious in English-language 
competition
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2. 
Rangsit University (RSU)yesterday cancelled entrance  Exams 

for its College of Medicine and two other faculties after three students 
were found to have used hi-tech devices provided by a gang to cheat 
during the exams.

According to the announcement on its website, RSU asked more 
than 3,000 students who took the exams for the College of  Medicine, 
Faculty of Dental Medicine and Faculty of Pharmacy on Saturday and 
yesterday to re-take the exam on May 31 and June 1 free of charge.
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High-tech cheats lead to RSU test re-do



Harvard again tops list of the world’s best 
universities

New road map for EDUCATION reform –
forwards or backwards?

Students face high uni admission 
stress
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3._____________________________________________________________
HARVARD UNIVERSITY takes top spot for the sixth year in a row 

in the Times Higher Education (THE) World Reputation Rankings.
Ranked second and third respectively are Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and Stanford University. All are from the United States (US), 
which takes nearly half of the spots on the 100 member list.

The World Reputation Rankings are created using the largest 
invitation-only academic opinion survey. This year, the survey was carried 
out between January and March with more than 10,000 responses from 133 
countries.
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Harvard again tops list of the world’s best universities



Harvard again tops list of the world’s best 
universities

New road map for EDUCATION reform –
forwards or backwards?

Students face high uni admission 
stress
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4. ________________________________________________________________
It has now been roughly 17 years since the passing of the progressive 

National Education Act (NEA) of 1999, providing the basis for major education 
reform in Thailand.

Despite the many visionary principles of the NEA such as “education for 
all and all for education”, actual results have been disappointing, primarily related 
to problems of implementation and instability in the political leadership of the 
Ministry of Education (MOE) – 19 different ministers in the last 16 years.

In recent years, both academics and those in the media have been harshly 
critical of Thai education, and how it represents a major obstacle adversely 
affecting Thailand’s future.
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New road map for EDUCATION reform – forwards or backwards?



Scanning for 
Specific 

Information



(Beatrice S. Mikukcy, 1996)

Scanning is very high-speed 

reading. When you scan, you have a 

question in mind. You do not read 

every word, only the words that 

answer your question. Practice in 

scanning will help you learn to skip 

over unimportant words so that you 
can read faster.

is very high-speed

reading

You do not read
every word, only the words that

answer your question





How to scan  for specific  information

Read the passage quickly. Slow

down only when you find the

information you need.

Know in advance which details 
you’d like to find.

which details
you’d like to find.

Read the passage quickly



How to scan for information

Continue to look for key words 

that help you get the correct  
answers and save your time.

Choose the best answer for each 
question.

look for key words

Choose the best answer



Scanning the Text       
The University System is Just One Big Mess

1. What problems does the country face now?

Thailand has not only political and economic crisis, 
but also a crisis in education too.

Instructors in the science and technology fields have 
encountered a common problem which they never had before. 
More students in areas such as engineering and science fail to 
earn their bachelor degrees.



Scanning the Text       
The University System is Just One Big Mess

Who cannot graduate their bachelor degrees?

Thailand has not only political and economic crisis, 
but also a crisis in education too.

Instructors in the science and technology fields have 
encountered a common problem which they never had before. 
More students in areas such as engineering and science fail to 
earn their bachelor degrees.



Scanning the Text
What do they decide to do when studying 

in the first year?

Many decide to drop out in the first year. The average rate of those 
students who drop out or are forced to retire from the courses is between 
15% and 20%, far beyond the acceptable rate of 5%

Therefore, university lecturers are trying to deal with this serious 
problem and pay immediate attention to solve it before the dropout rate 
increases. Some point to the university admission system as the important 
cause of the problem. They are right. 

dropout

Many decide to drop out in the first year.



Many desire to quit in the first year. The average rate of 
those students who drop out or are forced to retire from the courses 
is between 15% and 20%, far beyond the acceptable rate of 5%

Therefore, university lecturers are trying to deal with this 
serious problem and pay immediate attention to solve it before the 
drop out rate increases. Some point to the university admission 
system as the important cause of the problem. They are right. 

Scanning the Text
4. What is the average rate of students dropping 
out their courses?

drop out



Scanning the Text
What is the cause of the problem?

Many desire to quit in the first year. The average rate of those 
students who drop out or are forced to retire from the courses is 
between 15% and 20%, far beyond the acceptable rate of 5%

Therefore, university lecturers are trying to deal with this 
serious problem and pay immediate attention to solve it before the drop 
out rate increases. Some point to the university admission system as the 
important cause of the problem. They are right. 



Scanning the Text

Who is responsible for university 
admission system?

For many years, officials at the Higher Education 
Commission and Basic Education Commission at the 
Education Ministry have tried to find the best way to 
ensure fairness for senior secondary students going on to 
university.



Scanning  listing of phone 
numbers



1. What number would you call for “Banning Dial-A-Ride”
a. (951) 922-3252
b. (951) 769-8532
c. (951) 791-3572
d. (951) 734-7220
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2. What number would you call for “Riverside Special 
Transportation” ?

a.  (951) 769-8532
b. (951) 791-3572
c. (951) 734-7220
d. (951) 687-8080
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3. What number would you call for “Valley Care Transport” ?
a. (951) 658-7611
b. (951) 791-3572
c. (951) 734-7220
d. (951) 687-8080
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Scanning Workplace Ads

Ads = ?Advertisement



Workplace AdsPage 199



Name of Company

Job Title

Qualifications

How to apply

Address of Company

Structure of job ads



advertisements



What  positions is the advertisement for?



Can Suda apply for the post of an

accountant if she speaks and writes 

English fluently? She  is 32.



If you are qualified for the post of a

Japanese speaking guide, how can you

apply for this position?



Scan the web pages of Job DB.com
1. How many jobs are available  

as your search result?



Scan the web pages of Job DB.com

1. Can a new graduate in 

Business English apply for 

this job?



Scan the web pages of Job DB.com

2. How many foreign languages 

does the applicant have to  

speak?



Scan the web pages of Job DB.com

3. How can you apply for this  job?



Exercise 1
Directions : Read the classified ad from the nation and 
answer the questions that follow.



1. Who offers this job?

The LMS Group

Service Engineer
2. What position is wanted?



Not over 30 years

3. The following qualifications are required.

Age : 

Degree : Bachelor Degree in Electrical 
Engineering or any related

EnglishLanguage : 

Computer literacy : Yes          No

-

y

Experience : 



4. What should you enclose with the 
application letter?

5. How can you apply for this position?



Exercise 2
Directions : Read the classified ad from the nation and 
answer the questions that follow.



1. Who offers this job?

2. What position is wanted?



3. The following qualifications are required.

Age : 

Degree : 

Language : 

Computer literacy : 

-Experience : 

Yes          No



4. What should you enclose with 
the application letter?

5. How can you apply for this position?



Exercise 3
Directions : Read the classified ad from the 

Nation and answer the questions that follow.



1. Who offers this job?

2. What position is wanted?



3. The following qualifications are required.

Age : 

Degree : 

Language : 

Computer literacy : 

Experience : 

Yes        No   



4. What should you enclose with the 

application letter?

5. How can you apply for this position?



test



Direction: Read the paragraphs and answer the question.

Thailand has not only political and economic crisis, but also a     
crisis in education too.

Instructors in the science and technology fields have encountered a 
common problem which they never had before. More students in areas such 
as engineering, and science fail to earn their bachelor degrees.

1. What crisis does Thailand have?
a. It has crisis in politics and economy.
b. It has crisis in politics and education.
c. It has crisis in economy and education.
d. It has crisis in politics, economy and education. 



Direction: Read the paragraphs and answer the question.

Thailand has not only political and economic crisis, but also a crisis 
in education too.

Instructors in the science and technology fields have encountered a 
common problem which they never had before. More students in areas such 
as engineering and science fail to earn their bachelor degrees.

2. Who fails to earn their bachelor degrees?
a. some engineering students.
b. some science students.
c. some Technology students.
d. some engineering and science students. 



Thailand has a crisis in education. More students in areas such as engineering 
and science fail to earn their bachelor degree. Therefore, their university lecturers are 
trying to deal with this serious problem and pay immediate attention to solve it before 
the dropout rate increases. Officials at the Education Ministry have also tried to find the 
best way to ensure fairness for students going on to university. In the past, students 
obtaining the highest scores in the test get the best chance to sit in faculties they choose 
according to their priority.

3. Who tries to solve this educational problem?
a. University lecturers
b. Engineering   students
c. Science students
d. University officials



Thailand has a crisis in education. More students in areas such as 
engineering and science fail to earn their bachelor degree. Therefore, their 
university lecturers are trying to deal with this serious problem and pay 
immediate attention to solve it before the dropout rate increases. Officials at the 
Education Ministry have also tried to find the best way to ensure fairness for 
students going on to university. In the past, students obtaining the highest scores 
in the test get the best chance to sit in faculties they choose according to their 
priority.

4. Which of the following is correct according to the story?
a. Thailand has a problem in science.
b. All science students get the highest scores.
c. University official try to solve the problem.
d. Some engineering students fail to earn their degree.



Direction: Read the paragraphs and answer the question

Instructors in the science and technology fields have encountered a 
common problem which they never had before. More students in areas such 
as engineering and science fail to earn their bachelor degrees.

Many desire to quit in the first year. The average rate of those 
students who drop out or are forced to retire from the courses is between 
15% and 20%, far beyond the acceptable rate of 5%

5. What is the average rate of students dropping out from the course?
a. Between  5% and 10% .
b. Between  10% and 15% .
c. Between  15% and 20%  .
d. Between  20% and 25% . 



Direction: Choose the suitable headline to match this article.
WHAT HAPPENED at the Kim Ilsung University on Monday should 

provide an interesting glimpse into one aspect of North Korea that has rarely been seen 
by outsiders before. 

The fact that three Nobel laureates were able to travel to 
Pyongyang and make their presentation before more than 500 students and professors 
of the country’s oldest and most prestigious university was already remark able 
enough given the many sanctions against the regime of President Kim Jong-un

6. What is the suitable headline to match this paper article?
a. Students face high uni admission stress.
b. North Korean students impress Nobel laureates
c. High-tech cheats lead to RSU test re-do
d. Harvard again tops list of the world’s best universities



Direction: Choose the suitable headline to match this article.

Rangsit University (RSU) yesterday cancelled entrance  Exams for its 
College of Medicine and two other faculties after three students were found to have 
used hi-tech devices provided by a gang to cheat during the exams.

According to the announcement on its website, RSU asked more than 3,000 
students who took the exams for the College of Medicine, Faculty of Dental Medicine 
and Faculty of Pharmacy on Saturday and yesterday to re-take the exam on May 31 
and June 1 free of charge.

7. What is the suitable headline to match this news article?
a. Students face high uni admission stress.
b. North Korean students impress Nobel laureates
c. High-tech cheats lead to RSU test re-do
d. Harvard again tops list of the world’s best universities



It has now been roughly 17 years since the passing of the progressive National
Education  Act (NEA) of 1999,providing the basis for major education reform in Thailand.

Despite the many visionary principles of the NEA such as “education for all and
All for education”, actual results have been disappointing, primarily related to problems 
of implementation and instability in the political  leadership of the Ministry of Education.

8. What is the suitable headline to match this news article?
a. North Korean students impress Nobel laureates
b. Students face high uni admission stress
c. New road map for EDUCATION reform – forwards or backwards?
d. High-tech cheats lead to RSU test re-do



A year ago, Ittiporn Chimagam had to wake up at 5.30 a.m. on weekends to 
catch The 6 am train from Samut Songkhram to Bangkok to attend a famous cramming 
school.

The numerous trips to Bangkok and expensive tuition fees paid off. Mr. Ittiporn 
now 18, is a freshman at Chulalongkorn University.

9. What is the suitable headline to match this newspaper article?
a. North Korean students impress Nobel laureates
b. Students face high uni admission stress
c. New road map for EDUCATION reform – forwards or backwards?
d. High-tech cheats lead to RSU test re-do



Direction: Read the paragraph and answer the question.

10. What is the topic of the passage?
a. English language proficiency
b. Mixing east and west
c. International schools and universities
d. Advantages and disadvantages of studying overseas



11. What is the passage mainly about?

a. The best job in the world
b. An Australian tropical island
c. Job hunting around the world
d. Relaxing in an Australian tropical paradise



Direction: Read the advertisement and answer the question.

12. What position is needed? 
a. Interested applicants.
b. Administrative  assistants.
c. International officers.
d. Assistant providers.



Direction: Read the advertisement and answer the question.

13. What qualification is not required? 
a. Job experience.
b. Knowledge of MS Office.
c. Fluent in English and Thai.
d. Words, Excel, Power Point.



14. How can you apply for this position?

a. In person
b. By mail.
c. Through  an agent
d. By e-mail or fax



THE  END
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