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Criteria for Midterm Exam A and B 

Student Name: ________________________________________ Student ID: ________________ 

Part 1 (10 points): 	 Topic and Main Idea  

Direction:      Read the following passages and identify the topic and main idea of each passage. If  
 	 	 you can find the main idea in the passage, you may copy it directly from the text. If  
 	 	 the main idea is not clearly stated, write the best main idea in your own words. 

Criteria Yes No

1

The topic is correct and clearly 
matches the passage.

1 0

Excellent Good Need Improvement

What can be the main idea of the 
passage? (2 points)

Main idea is clear, 
accurate, and covers 
the whole passage. It 
may be copied or 
correctly written. (2)

Main idea is partially 
correct but missing one 
key idea or slightly 
unclear. 
(1)

Main idea is incorrect, 
too detailed, too 
narrow, or missing. 
(0)

Criteria Yes No

Total Score _________/ 30 Points



Part 2 (5 points): 	 Identifying Fact and Opinion 

Direction	 	 Read the passage carefully. Decide whether the passage is mostly fact or  	  
 	 	 	 mostly opinion. Write Fact or Opinion. Then, write one word or one  
 	 	 	 sentence from the passage that gives you a hint. 

2

The topic is correct and clearly 
matches the passage.

1 0

Excellent Good Need Improvement

What can be the main idea of the 
passage? (2 points)

Main idea is clear, 
accurate, and covers 
the whole passage. It 
may be copied or 
correctly written. (2)

Main idea is partially 
correct but missing one 
key idea or slightly 
unclear. 
(1)

Main idea is incorrect, 
too detailed, too 
narrow, or missing. 
(0)

3

The topic is correct and clearly 
matches the passage.

1 0

Excellent Good Need Improvement

What can be the main idea of the 
passage? 

Main idea is accurate, 
clear, and includes 
both positive and 
negative aspects of 
social media. 
(3)

Main idea is mostly 
correct but mentions 
only one side (positive 
or negative). 
(1.5)

Main idea is incorrect, 
or missing. 
(0)

Total

Criteria Yes No

Does the passage mostly present fact or 
opinion? (2.5 points)

Correctly identifies the passage as  
mostly Fact or Opinion. (2.5)

Incorrect answer or no answer. (0)

Underline a word or a sentence in the passage 
gives you a hint?  (2.5 points) 

Correctly underlines a value word 
or subjective sentence that clearly 
shows opinion.  (2.5)

Underlines an incorrect part or 
does not underline anything. (0)

Total



Part 3 (5 points): 	 Identifying Context Clues 

Direction	 	 Read each passage carefully. Underline the words or sentences in the  
 	 	 	 passage that help you understand the meaning of the bold word. Then,  
 	 	 	 write the meaning of the word. 

Part 4 (10 points): 	 Descriptive Writing  
Direction: 	 	 Look at the provided photo carefully. Write a paragraph of 5 sentences that  
 	 	  	 describe the photo.  

Criteria Yes No

1

Identifying Context Clues
Correctly underlines clear context clues that 
directly help explain the word. (2.5)

No underlining or completely incorrect. (0)

2

Identifying Context Clues
Correctly underlines clear context clues that 
directly help explain the word. (2.5)

No underlining or completely incorrect. (0)

Total

Criteria Excellent Good Fair Not Good Need Improvement

Content & Task 
Fulfillment

All 5 sentences 
clearly describe 
the photo. 
Details are 
relevant and 
accurate. (4)

5 sentences 
written, but 
some details are 
unclear or 
repetitive. (3)

Fewer than 5 
sentences or 
limited 
description of the 
photo. (2) 

Very little relevant 
description. (1)

No response or 
completely off-topic. (0)

Organisation & 
Coherence

Sentences are 
well connected 
and easy to 
follow. (2)

Some sentences 
are connected, 
but the paragraph 
is not smooth. (1)

Sentences are confusing 
or not connected. (0)

Vocabulary & 
Language Use

Uses varied and 
appropriate 
vocabulary to 
describe the 
photo (e.g. 
appearance, 
place, feeling, 
activity). (4)

Uses 
appropriate 
vocabulary with 
some variety. (3)

Uses basic 
vocabulary with 
repetition. (2)

Uses very limited 
or sometimes 
incorrect 
vocabulary. (1)

Vocabulary use is very 
poor or incorrect. (0)

Total


