Sign & Symbol Design

The Role of Signs and Symbols

-Business Trademarks (Logos)

-Social and Cultural Symbols

Relationships with Various Designs
-Corporate Identity (Cl)

-Signage System

-Packaging

-Advertising-Public Relations and Sales Promotion Media

Meaning of Identity

The word "identity" (pronounced "at-ta-lak") is composed of the words "at" (at-ta),
which means "self" or "oneself," and "lak," which means "uniqueness." The word
"identity" corresponds to the English word "identity" (pronounced "i-den-ti-tee," which
means "the sum of the characteristics of something" that make it recognizable or

memorable. (Definition of Identity. 2007: Online. Source: http://\legacy.orst.go.th)

Identity is something that reflects unique characteristics. It is an indicator of the
unique characteristics of an individual, organization, society, community, or country,
such as race, language, local culture, or religion, which are distinct from others.
(Definition of Identity. No date given: Online. Source: https://elcca.ssru.ac.th)

In summary, identity is the overall unique characteristics of a thing, making it
distinctive, memorable, and unique.

Meaning of Corporate Identity

Corporate Identity (Cl) refers to the expression of an image that appears to others
and reflects the identity of that organization through graphic elements. Simply put, it
refers to the systematic and concrete communication of an organization's image to
create a sense of identity and unity, as well as fostering eood understanding among
the organization and its stakeholders. As can be seen, corporate identity is extremely
important to organizations, especially in today's highly competitive world (Nichkan
Chaiyajak, cited in Sumitra Srivibul, 2004: p. 14).



History of Corporate Identity Design

Design originated in Europe around the 19th century, starting with the desire of
traders to express their unique identity in the products or services they offered to
buyers. In the United States, symbols of ownership were used by cattle farmers in
the western part of the country. These symbols, known as "Cattle Brands," were used
to brand farm animals. At that time, no one was interested in them. It wasn't until
business operations and competition became widespread that businesspeople began

to pay attention and recognize the importance of design.

In the late 1930s, the Bauhaus School, the first school offering design courses in
various disciplines, was established. This marked the beginning of serious design
development, sparking a demand for marks or symbols to serve as trademarks that
represented the unique qualities of a product. Meggs, Philip B., (1991, p. 308) stated
that the identity system began in the 1950s, going back beyond trademarks or
symbols. At both national and international levels, many companies struggled to
maintain their image. Integrating all communication from an organization into a
coherent design system formed an identity. It is expected that the stated goals will
be achieved. Since the post-World War Il period, a period of industrial growth, many
skilled designers from renowned institutions have sparked the development of the
graphic design industry by incorporating graphic elements into symbols and corporate
identity designs.

The mid-1980s saw computers begin to play an increasingly important role in work
and everyday life. The design industry was no exception. Numerous ready-made
programs were developed to facilitate design. Thus, the 1980s can be said to be
another period in which technological advancements drove change, and
developments continue to this day.

In Thailand, the use of corporate identity has become widespread and recognized as
important only about the past 30 years. Initially, symbols, business publications, and
advertisements were designed for companies and organizations. A corporate identity
system was not yet established, as both employers and designers were not yet

aware of its importance (Sumitra Srivibul, 2004: pp. 16-21).
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