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(1)
(&)

(#. &)

vou (simgular)

good: fine

Hello! How are you?
one

five

eight

big

it

mouth; a measure word for
Jamily members



9, 8 bai (1) white
10, & nd (JE) female
1. 5 ma (&) horse

= EEADTNGEY <) ,., .

D B Initials
b p m f
t |
k h
g) #18 Finals
a o0 e i u
ai (=] ao ou

g $F Initial-final combinations

Finals
; a o id i [F] i ai al ao ou
Initials
b ba bo . b | bu | | bai | bei bun.
[ pa | piopu | | pai | pei | poo | pou
B 70 [ mo | me | od || | wol | el |meo) mou
f fo fo fu fei fou
d da . da di | du | { dai | del | doo | dou
§ ta te ti tu tai fei too | tou
[} fid | ne nioonu | b nal (i) noo | nou
[ la le li I 1] lii lei log | low
g ga | ge L gu | | gai | gei | goo | gou
k ka | ke _.I-uu | | I:_ul_ kei l-l:ml-mu
h_ ha . b _ hu_ _hul b hm_h:nu
y wu yu




4 ) Bl Tones

5 5  @5—Mithelsttone 55: @ 1 @
‘: j W Mthe2ndtone 35: 4 [ 4
. s H—=ithe3rdtone 214: 4 T O
' b SN thedthtone S1: 4 1 0

8 Zhushi Notes

D NIESTH@AR Formation of Chinese syllables

DU AR aE, BIEE RS R, M. ba. ma. hdo
AR EVWIR A AR @ b, m, b HW PR HIRY
ah ot IRl M. o, oo. IS T T b ELAT ORI R SCAE RS M E LR
e ~, =, w, BIRDGHEE S 400 25750, 1200 2701

Most Chinese syllables are formed by an initial, a final and a tone, for
example, b, ma and hdo. The consonant at the head of a syllable (such as b,
m and h in the above examples) is called the initial. The rest of the syllable is
the final (o and oo). The different pitches that affect the meanings of words are
called tones, for example, ~ , = and v . The contemporary Mandarin Chinese

has over 400 initial-final combinations and more than 1,200 syllables.

@ #EEW Essentials of articulation
Eﬂlmlials-b pmfdt¢tnl gk h

b lp.
OURRH, AES, WET. WEEA, NESESIE., EITFURE,
(R8T H T e S VS I T
An unaspirated voiceless bilabial plosive. Air 1s compressed by the closure
of the lips. Then the air escapes with a sudden release of the lips. The vocal
cords do not vibrate.



P [p']

AURE, 25, W8S, RS b —8, STHH mi . aFR
"R AR

An aspirated voiceless bilabial plosive. The position of articulation is the
same as that of b. The air is released forcibly with a puff. The vocal cords do
not vibrate.

. dwa—Rak, AL A e, RRah K FAR T, MTH
Note: Put a piece of paper in front of you. When you pronounce an aspirated
sound, the paper moves; when you pronounce an unaspirated sound, it

remains still.

m [m)

AR, &, WEEMA, . AR TE, TRMBRELE, A
Wil

A bilabial nasal. The lips are closed. the sofi palate and uvula are lowered,
and the air is let out through the nasal cavity. The vocal cords vibrate,

m (]

B UG PH, . BN TR, SEMA PRI EEER . SR
el

A voiceless labiodental fricative. The upper teeth make a light contact with
the lower lip and the air is released in between with friction. The vocal cords do
not vibrate.



o [c]

M REH, A RS, ORI IR, NEEWSA, RS
RHETF. SRS . A9 AEsh.

An unaspirated voiceless alveolar plosive. The tip of the tongue is pressed
against the upper alveolar ridge so that the oral cavity is filled with air. Then
the air escapes with force upon a sudden release of the tongue tip. The vocal
cords do not vibrate.

[+ ]
TPH, . WEETE. RTRABOIA D —BE, ST O R AR T
EGESR . A A Rah.
An aspirated voiceless alveolar plosive. lts position and manner of
articulation are the same as those of d except that it is aspirated. The vocal
cords do not vibrate.

N [n]

SOSEL, . W L INER. $CPE . AE TR, SURDORR IR k.
A iR sl

An alveolar nasal. The tongue tip is pressed against the upper alveolar

ridge, the soft palate and uvula are lowered, and the air is let out through the
nasal cavity. The vocal cords vibrate.

M (1]
e, e, HRDLENE, o fils, STREW S 0S8 Rk
i i sl
An alveolar lateral. The tongue tip is pressed against the upper alveolar

ridge, but is slightly more to the back than the position for n. The air is released
from the sides of the tongue. The vocal cords vibrate.

o (k]
AR, AR, WEE. SRIENKR, WS R,



ptit VAL S

An unaspirated voiceless velar plosive. The back of the tongue is raised to
press against the soft palate. The air escapes with force upon a sudden release
of the back of the tongue. The vocal cords do not vibrate,

k [k

B, RS, TR, RO g —BE, ST O PR
I EE M ARE)

An aspirated voiceless velar plosive. lts position and manner of

articulation are the same as those of g except that it is aspirated. The vocal
cords do not vibrate.

h [x]
EHRH, GFIR. R AR, CUHOA R . R
sl

A voiceless velar fricative. The back of the tongue 1s raised to a position
near the soft palate. The air is released in between with friction. The vocal
cords do not vibrate.

¥ Singlefinals. @ o e | u i

dl[A]

FFORRR, Fill, KA.

The mouth is wide open; the tongue is at its lowest; the lips are unrounded.

0 lo]

FFOEERS, &hFes, fik, B,

The opening of the mouth is medium; the tongue is at a mid-high position
and slightly to the back; the lips are rounded.

e [v]

FEORPS, Sl bk, BAE.



The opening of the mouth is medium; the tongue is at a mid-high position
and slightly to the back; the lips are unrounded.

(il
PR, BT, S, il
The opening of the mouth is narrow; the lips are spread; the tongue is at a
high position and slightly to the front.

1

ulul

PSR, S, W5

The opening of the mouth is narrow; the lips are fully rounded; the tongue
is at a high position and slightly to the back.

i [y]
Aty L], RN, (RN u
The tongue position is identical to that of i, and the lips are rounded to a

degree similar to u,

& 4913 Compound finals. ai el 6o ou
oilai] weileil] oolou] oulou]

SN o P o ZIHAY § AOREM, M (ol HOELE [A ] T,
JEfl 5 [ A ] M.

Influenced by the i behind it, the a in the compound final ai is pronounced
as | a |. The position of the tongue is a little more to the front than [ A |, The
other traits of this sound are the same as [ A |.

ei Y e ikfE (e

The e in ei is pronounced as | e |.

oo ity o ISR o MR, BEME [al, TfilE (AT WG



Influenced by the o behind it, the a in 0o is pronounced as [ a |. The
position of the tongue is a little more to the back than [ A |.

E) HEE#MN Rules for writing syllables
ioou, GHEBRT A RLEY . ARGE RIS vi. wu, yu.

i, u and U may form syllables by themselves. In writing they are
respectively yi, wu and yu.

E)Fil Tones

DU EE A DY A, TR R - (— ), < (3
), v (), ~ (SRIA ),

Mandarin Chinese has four basic tones. The marks of them are: = (the 1st
tone), < (the 2nd tone), v (the 3rd tone) and ~ (the 4th tone).

AR, AGRAE SRR .

Different tones may express different meanings, e.g.




Lesson 1  Hellp ? -

PR EREEECE B OF EAESe, EENiIMMA. .
nf. bl — AW AR A WA LA ooirey, AT SR
FIREde KA CHF . . héo. mei, l6u. JCFFEIFORE KRR H: o
oeiud.

Tone marks should be placed on the main vowels, When the vowel i
carries a tone mark, the dot on i is removed, e.g. ni and bi, If there are two or
more vowels in the final of a syllable, the tone mark is placed on the one which
requires a bigger (or the biggest) opening of the mouth, e.g. hdo, mei and l6u. In
terms of the width of mouth opening, a, o, e, i, u and U are in the descending order.

'_é) =@ (1) The 3rd tone sandhi (1)

WA = TR LR, B — SRS . B,
When a 3rd tone is immediately followed by another 3rd tone, the former
is pronounced as the 2nd tone, e.g.
VW — v

ni héo — ni hio

Q HFPMNE Syllables and Chinese characters

FRIGENBEFS. Wl LSl —4lE 1T UFE.
filtm

Chinese characters are the written symbols of the Chinese language.
Every syllable can be written into one or several characters, e.g.

bé bé bé ba
A # ¥ &
m md mé ma
4 )3 5 B
yi yi yi yi
-, #. 1 # L.k B, 2
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D Al Tones

yi

g8 =

dé
bl

kou
bdi
|&i
ma
ni
hio

;'!) =ATiB The 3rd tone sandhi
méihao

ni hao
géi ni

yi

wu
yu
ba
da
b

bai
|éi
ma
ni
hao

yifa

yi
Wil
yll
bé
da
b
nli
kéu
béi
[]
ma
ni

hao

9 W& Distinguish sounds

(1) B4 EF Distinguish the initials

ba
bu
bai
boo

pa
pu
pai
pao

do
du
dai
dao

wiibdi

keyi

ta
tu
tai
tao

yl

wu

ba
da
bu
ni
kou
bai
|&i
ma
ni
hao

—
— da

— bu

S )
—  kou
——  bdi
— @i

— md

— i
— hdo

ga
qu
gai
gao

Béi Hi
fiddo

ka
ku
koi
kao

o O ¥ A Pr

= Jp

=



Lesson 1 Hello "|| —

(2) #5EEE  Distinguish the finals

ba bo he fo
pa po ne mo
ma mo de bo
fa fo ke po
bai bei pao pou
mai mei hao hou
gai gei kao kou
hai hei gao gou

(3) BF¥ 8 Distinguish the pronunciations and tones
ba pd déd ta he fo ge ke
bi pi dé té hou fdu gi kil
bu  pu di ti héi fai gdi kéi
bai pdi di to hi fu geéi déi
b& pé dai tai ha fa géu kéu

a ki Identify and read

yi héto bé héo ni héo b héo
d& mé béi mé diti yitd
déii téu téi téu dé 16u taléu
kefd kékil da yi da yi
yiifd I fa méihdo méi l6i

- & AN F P v 5B X & 4 B

"
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5) ZWAE Communication

FTHIE (1) Greeting (1)
A: Ni hao!

B: Ni hao!

:B) BiX=% Write the characters

ﬁ —

—

= F % 5

=F XA

do | — F K

7T nAa

o5 5 8




