
Abstract Reading



Importance of a Research Abstract



An abstract…

• Concludes all the important points from each main structure.

• Portrays the whole picture of how a study was conducted and 
accomplished.

• Presents interesting points or research’s highlights.  readers feel 
more interested to delve into specific details or decide to use a study 
for their purposes.



Structure of a Research Abstract

IMRaD
• Introduction: Background, objectives, hypotheses

• Methods: Population, samples, variables, tools, research methodology, 
statistics 

• Results: Score, satisfaction, opinions
• Discussion: More explanation of results, discoveries, aspects of academic 

contribution

*Many abstracts do not contain information to fall into the 4 parts of this 
formulaic structure. (word count limitation, conciseness, necessity of info)
*To complete this entire structure, it depends on an amount of info for each 
part and elaboration in an appropriate proportion.



http://nuir.lib.nu.ac.th/dspace/bitstream/123456789/5521/3/ChutimaLarkham.pdf



http://repository.cmu.ac.th/handle/6653943832/12856

- I need more 
explanation 

about theories 
behind it.

- I am doing 
research in this 

field and this is a 
related study. 

- I think it’s good 
but …..



http://dx.doi.org/10.18848/2327-7920/CGP/v26i01/21-31

Example of 
elaboration



Structure of a Research Abstract

Points of observation for fact exploration
• Introduction: How important are the problems? 
Why did the researcher focus on the participants 
this level? Why did the researcher select that 
solution? What theory did the researcher use to 
support the solution?

• Methods: How were the tools created? How did 
the researcher implement the tools? How did the author analyze the data? 
• Results: Are there any deeper results? What are they? 
• Discussion: What are positive  or negative factors? What were new 

discoveries from the research? In what extent could this study benefit to 
academic extension?



Language in a Research Abstract

• Accuracy

• Clear word selection

• Formal language 

• Good punctuation

• Correct display of statistical info 

and symbols (also abbreviations)

• Past tense for completed process 

or accomplished work



Language in a Research Abstract

• Third person perspective : The researcher, the author (Though you are 
telling your readers about your work, using the you attitude is too 
direct and looks very conversational for academic writing.)

The me attitude is sometimes seen in some research but the third 
person perspective is more accepted.

• Word consistency between an abstract and its full text or article 

• All the objectives are answered.

• No citation 

• No images

• No tables or charts

• No personal opinions and feeling sharing (facts and proofs only)
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