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What is Geography?
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What is Geography?
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Physical Geography

Physical geography is the study of Earth’s seasons,
climate, soil, streams, and

oceans.

Human Geography

Human geography is the study of the distribution of

" networks of people and cultures on Earth’s surface.
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Geographic Techniques
Study the ways in which geographic processes can be
analyzed and represented using different methods and

technologies
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® The Greek scientist Eratosthenes (276-194

C
" Era)tosthenes is considered to be the

'Father of Geography'.

® The scientist was the first to draw a

world map

The First Geographer
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Mapping
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Why do students need to learn
geography?
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Five Themes in Geography
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Five Themes in Geography
1. Relationship

Human-Environment Interaction
This theme considers how humans
adapt to and modify the environment.

F shape the lar

pe through
their interaction with the land, which
has both positive and negative effects

on the environment.
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Five Themes in Geography
2. Location

* Absolute location: Provides a definite *Relative location: Describes a place with respect to its

reference for locating a place. The environment and its connection to other places. As an
can be latitude and longitude, a

street address, or even the Township and
Range system.

example, a home might be located 4 miles from the

town's elementary school, and 32 miles from the nearest
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Five Themes in Geography

3. Place describes the human and physical

characteristics of a location.

®Physical characteristics: Includes a
description of such things as mountains, rivers,
beaches, topography, climate, and animal and plant
life of a place. If a place is described as hot, sandy,
fertile, or forested, these terms all paint a picture of
the location's physical characteristics. A topographical

map is one tool used to illustrate the physical

characteristics of a location.
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Five Themes in Geography

3. Place describes the human and physical

characteristics of a location.

°Human characteristics: Includes the human-
designed cultural features of a place. These features
include land use, architectural styles, forms of
livelihood, religious practices, political systems,
common foods, local folklore, means of transportation,
and methods of communication. For example, a

ﬁ location could be described as a technologically

. advanced French-speaking democracy with a Catholic

Five Themes in Geography

4. Reg iON  How they Form and Change

GOFFICIAL 2
LANGUAGES

EUROPE

CANADA




Five Themes in Geography
5- Movement Humans Interacting on the
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Five Themes in Geography

5- Movement Humans Interacting on the
Earth

Transportation
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(Think Spatially)

*Spatial Distribution

A spatial distribution is the

arrar t of a ph across

the Earth's surface and a graphical
display of such an arrangement is an

important tool in geographical and

environmental statistics.
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(Think Spatially)

®Spatial Differentiation

Areal Differentiation is the study of the
distribution of phenomena both human
and physical and how they are causally
related to other phenomena in
proximity,

in a geographical.
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(Think Spatially)

Spatial diffusion is the spread of the
© S patl al D IfquIon phenomenon, over space and timed,
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(Think Spatially)

®Spatial interaction

Spatial interaction is the general
term for any movement of
people, goods, or information
over space that results from a

decision-making process.
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“Mother of Science”
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Regions — mental constructs expressing some

commonality or uniformity

1. Single-Feature Regions — possesses a single
common feature or a limited combination of
features throughout the area
@ Monsoon area / Cornbelt area
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Regions — mental constructs expressing some
commonality or uniformity

2. Multiple — Feature Region Functional Regions —
An operational unit based on organization,
structure, and interactions

= Nodal Region

1 Uniform Region
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A Boundary Map of Central and Non-central Tha Dislects
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Regions — mental constructs expressing some
commonality or uniformity

3. Total Region—Political Region
z  Political units such as states and counties
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