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Masculinity in Matthanaphatha

Phannarai Chanhiran®

Abstract

Matthanaphatha is the story of a love triangle between a male deity,
a female angel and a man. The life of Matthana, the female protagonist,
critically changes because of masculine traits of the characters, Suthet,
Chayasen, and herself. Suthet and Chayasen manifest their power in order to
possess Matthana. Dissatisfied with being rejected, Suthet curses and
transforms the angel into a rose twice: first temporarily, then eternally.
Chayasen believes rumors that Matthana has a secret lover. Furious, he orders
that she be killed. As for Matthana, she confirms that she has power over her
life and chooses to love Chayasen whom she desires. Consequently, due to
her display of masculine traits in her decision, Matthana has to suffer being
imprisoned as a rose for life. The plot is driven by the expression of masculine

traits of the characters and their being challenged.

®  Lecturer, Department of Literature, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University.
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Although the terms “sex roles” and “gender roles” are
often used interchangeably, there is an important difference
between them. The term *“sex roles” has come to mean
behaviors determined by biological sex, such as menstruation,
erection, and seminal ejaculation. The term “gender roles”
has come to mean entirely socially created expectations of
masculine and feminine behavior. These expectations are
initiated and perpetuated by the institutions and values of a
particular society. Thus, bearing and nursing children
may be a feminine sex role, but raising children is a gender

role.*

TarutneAuna 1T UNISRINTDNTIAINNLANFIYTE WA LAY
WAl o U9ens A UNUININOINA WRSUNUIINOIWARAME BusTnld
S8UNU ANUURNFYEIATYUDIUNUM v UTeN19HAD UNUIMINIOLNA (sex roles)

*ugwus AvTlAvLarTmes 1. LIREW (USSONENIS), WA URINRRE:
W IRIUEITUNY wwrilusonulne: Cultural Pluralism and Sex/Gender Diversity in Thailand,
(N9 @ua‘mwsﬁwmﬁ%uﬁﬁ (DYRANISUMYY), b&ED), W 0.

[

Richmond-Abbott, Marie, Masculine and Feminine: gender roles over the
life cycle, 2™ ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc.1992), 4.
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While the specific content of gender roles is defined
differently in every culture, gender roles usually contain
certain general characteristics. These characteristics include
the expectation of certain personality traits (women are
nurturant and dependent; men are assertive and

independent)*

Hannuiufunarriudunumussmaaniazazuansuiulunng
Tussey wifidopulidnuuzaniziig U dnsnzwaiusznauiieni
mavTutvnnandfiuasypindnumuesiiuduen adrvunumanioiduds
srfpofininfiidvsgunauazvauionionAuduniolifisas: dufeivay
n&usnsaBnuazyaURvAUBoVIBiDaY
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¢ Richmond-Abbott, Marie, Masculine and Feminine: gender roles over the

life cycle, 5.
° ugwud sulevuRzlines 1. IR (UIIDNEMS), WA wanERRR: WY
Yausssumowaludonulng: Cultural Pluralism and Sex/Gender Diversity in Thailand,

YN 99.
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Thus, there are certain culturally defined expectations
of the traits and behaviors of males and females. The
biological factor of sex (maleness or femaleness) is used
to construct a social category of gender (masculinity of
femininity)”. The cultural expectations associated with gender
are often expressed as gender-role stereotypes. Stereotypes
are oversimplified descriptions of a group of people.

Gender-role stereotypes thus are beliefs that men possess

* Epodiganu.
& o ¢ 1 wa ¢ o - &
INUBR ﬁtytymm, ﬂﬁﬂaiﬂ?’lﬂ UYSLIRAIENT D119 NI5IHDY WATANHNIUU
By (et AUgANTNNTWil AnzATYManT INRNTAMINIRY, bess),
W wivo.
“  Clare M. Renzetti and Daniel ]. Curran, Women, Men and Society (Boston:
Allyn & Bacon, 1989) Quoted in Richmond-Abbott, Marie, Masculine and Feminine: gender

roles over the life cycle, 5.
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certain traits and should do certain things and that women

possess other traits and should do other things.*®
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The stereotypical “Real Man” can be described as having

certain personality traits:

strong tough independent
aggressive achieving unemotional
hardworking physical dominant
competitive heterosexual forceful®

namMfe fuiswiFovlidnunzudouse aanu Aowimupomiosndas:
81 Yszaumudisa Tadwidofiuensunlineg udumufivs S5
wuugee f8a woumawdedy Sanusnuuusowmn Wuudwdoiame
usnanilansaasuisunumussmwminswlFInaauMwY By
Tudomnusori

°® Richmond-Abbott, Marie, Masculine and Feminine: gender roles over the
life cycle, 5-6.
*° Kilmartin, Christopher T, The masculine self. 2" ed. (Boston, Mass:

McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2000), 6.
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We can describe him in terms of stereotypical roles:

Athlete professional working man
Father husband buddy
playboy leader®™®

nanFe fredumumduinim Sanuduliondn Oupuieu

Opn andl Woury Wil wasduiii

gaunudundgo (Femininity) Ao @mmuﬂ’ﬁuazé’ﬂwmzﬁﬂwaﬂﬁ\j
p1sunluarnisuanvesnuuuiude™ Buiuillosunandnenrvosgvmdy
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A ey WeRason iy s p AN LALINATIBRENUTIAITY
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People have long been preoccupied with what it means
to be male and what it means to be female. In all cultures,
including ours, being a man or a woman is not limited to
one’s biological sex. Being a man means that one is also
likely to be “masculine,” and being a woman means that one
is also likely to be “feminine.” Thus, not only do we have a
gender or sex (male or female), we also have a gender role

(masculine or feminine).”®

° Tbid, 7.

o ygwud AelAsLardned 1o, uiAdU (USTNENS), WA BRINEeAaE:
W TmusssumewAludoaulng: Cultural Pluralism and Sex/Gender Diversity in
Thailand, %91 0.

> Eaoidgiu, wih oo.
¢ Richmond-Abbott, Marie, Masculine and Feminine: gender roles over the

life cycle, 3.
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A different model of gender roles attempts to emphasize
the extent to which gender relations are based on power.
.. If men are socialized to be masculine, they will have
traits (independence, aggressiveness, and competitiveness)
that make them successful and keep males in positions of
power. If women are socialized to be feminine (passive and
dependent), it will be difficult for them to achieve power

and change institutions and the value structure.”
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°* TIbid, 5.
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We could also describe him in term of activities or behaviors,

that is, what a man does:

earns money initiates sex
solves problems gets the job done
takes control takes action

enjoys “masculine” activities (e.g., hunting, sports,
drinking)

takes physical risks

supports his family financially™®
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We can describe him in terms of prohibited activities, that
is, what a man does not do:
cry express feeling other than anger perform “women’s work”
(e.g., wash dishes, change diapers)
back down from a confrontation
get emotionally close to other men

ask for help behave in “feminine” ways™
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