
Enhancing Academic Reading 
and Practical Teaching Skills 

 

Wipada Prasansaph (D.Ed. –TESOL) 

SSRU, Thailand 



 
Learning Objectives 

 
• Develop critical reading strategies for 

academic articles. 

• Enhance comprehension of English as a 
Lingua Franca (ELF) in education. 

• Apply key ideas from the article to EFL 
teaching practices. 
 



 
Warm-Up Discussion 

 

• Why is English important in 
globalization? 

• What are the challenges in teaching 
English as a lingua franca (ELF)? 



English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) 

Using English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) 
refers to the use of English as a common 
language of communication between 
speakers who do not share the same first 
language. It is a functional and practical 
approach to communication in 
multilingual and international contexts, 
where English serves as a bridge for 
people from diverse linguistic 
backgrounds. 



Examples of ELF in Use: 

• A Japanese tourist and an Italian 
shopkeeper using English to 
communicate. 

• Business meetings between Chinese and 
German companies conducted in English. 

• University lectures in non-English 
speaking countries delivered in English to 
accommodate international students. 



 
Key Themes of the Article 

 
• English as a Lingua Franca in Thailand. 

• Crucial role of English in economic 
growth in Thailand. 

• Cultural exchange and tourism impacts. 

• Challenges and future directions for EFL 
teachers. 
 



 
English as a Lingua Franca in Thailand. 

 
• English has become indispensable for 

Thailand's socio-economic development, 
global integration, and participation in 
the international community. It's no 
longer just a desirable skill, but a crucial 
tool for individuals, businesses, and the 
nation as a whole. 



Global interconnectedness:  

• The article emphasizes globalization as a 
driving force behind the increased 
importance of English. Thailand's 
engagement in international trade, 
tourism, and diplomacy necessitates a 
common language, and English has filled 
that role. 



Economic benefits:  

• English proficiency is linked to economic 
growth in several ways. It facilitates 
international business, attracts foreign 
investment, boosts the tourism sector (a 
significant contributor to Thailand's 
GDP), and enhances employability for 
Thai citizens. 



Education and competitiveness:  

• English is essential for access to global 
knowledge and resources, particularly in 
higher education. Universities are 
increasingly adopting English-medium 
instruction to prepare graduates for 
international careers and enhance their 
competitiveness in the global job market. 



Cultural exchange:  

• English serves as a bridge for cultural 
exchange, allowing Thais to access 
international media, participate in global 
conversations, and share their own 
culture with the world. 



International relations:  

• English is the primary language of 
diplomacy, making it crucial for Thai 
diplomats to effectively represent their 
country in international negotiations and 
collaborations. 



Challenges and future directions:  

• While the importance of English is clear, the 
article also acknowledges challenges, such as 
disparities in access to quality English 
education between urban and rural areas, lack 
of motivation among some learners, and the 
need for improved teacher training and 
curriculum development. The article suggests 
leveraging technology and focusing on 
communicative language teaching as key 
strategies for the future. 



Crucial role of economic growth  
in Thailand 

• Tourism: English proficiency is essential for 
effective communication with international 
tourists, enhancing their experience and 
contributing to the industry's success.  

• Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): English 
proficiency is crucial for attracting and 
securing this investment, as it facilitates 
negotiations, partnerships, and overall 
business operations.  



Crucial role of economic growth  
in Thailand 

• International Business and Trade: English 
serves as a global lingua franca, essential for 
businesses operating internationally.  

• Employability: English proficiency is 
increasingly important for individual career 
advancement and employability in Thailand. 
Multinational corporations operating in the 
country require a workforce fluent in English.  



Crucial role of economic growth  
in Thailand 

• Digital Economy: Thailand's growing 
technology sector requires a skilled workforce 
capable of using English. A lot of online 
content is in English, making proficiency in the 
language essential for accessing information, 
participating in global discussions, and 
growing in the digital economy.  



Cultural Exchange: 

• English acts as a "bridge" for cultural 
exchange between Thailand and the 
global community. Increased access to 
English-language media, facilitated by 
digital platforms, allows Thais to engage 
with diverse cultures and participate in 
global conversations on important topics.  



Tourism Impact: 

• Thailand is a top tourist destination, attracting 
millions of international visitors annually. The 
tourism sector is a significant contributor to 
the Thai economy. 



Tourism Impact: 

• English proficiency is essential for 
effective communication with these 
tourists. It enhances the tourist 
experience by facilitating smoother 
interactions with locals, reducing 
misunderstandings, and improving 
service quality.  



Tourism Impact: 

• Fluent English skills among tourism 
professionals (tour guides, hospitality 
staff, etc.) not only improve customer 
service but also attract more clients, 
boosting profits.  

 



Challenges and future directions  
for EFL teachers. 

 
• Resource Disparity: A significant challenge is 

the unequal distribution of resources between 
urban and rural schools. Rural schools often 
lack sufficient materials and qualified English 
teachers, limiting students' access to quality 
English education. This puts pressure on 
teachers in rural areas who may be under-
resourced and have larger class sizes. 



Challenges and future directions  
for EFL teachers. 

 • Student Motivation and Engagement: Many 
students view English as a requirement rather 
than a valuable skill, leading to a lack of 
motivation and engagement. Teachers need to 
find ways to make English learning relevant to 
students' lives and foster a more positive 
attitude towards language acquisition. 



 
Challenges and future directions  

for EFL teachers. 
 • Cultural Barriers: Some students are hesitant 

to speak English due to societal attitudes that 
discourage mistakes. Teachers need to create 
a supportive classroom environment where 
students feel comfortable taking risks and 
practicing their English without fear of 
judgment. 



Challenges and future directions  
for EFL teachers. 

 • Emphasis on Standardized Testing: The focus 
on standardized tests often leads to rote 
memorization rather than the development of 
practical communication skills. Teachers may 
feel pressured to teach to the test, neglecting 
real-world language use. 



Challenges and future directions  
for EFL teachers. 

• Limited Access to Technology: While urban 
schools may have access to digital tools, rural 
schools often lack internet connectivity and 
resources for online learning. This digital 
divide poses a challenge for teachers trying to 
incorporate technology into their lessons. 



Future directions for EFL teachers. 

• Increased Use of Technology: Integrating 
digital platforms and tools can make 
English learning more engaging and 
effective, especially in remote areas. 
Teachers need training and support to 
effectively use technology in the 
classroom. 



Future directions for EFL teachers. 

• Communicative Language Teaching: 
Shifting the focus from grammar and 
vocabulary to communicative language 
teaching can make learning more 
relevant and enjoyable. Teachers need to 
adopt more interactive and practical 
teaching methods. 



Future directions for EFL teachers. 

• Teacher Training: Investing in 
professional development opportunities 
for teachers is crucial. This will help them 
adopt more effective teaching methods 
and stay up-to-date with the latest trends 
in EFL education. 



Future directions for EFL teachers. 

• Cultural Exchange Programs: Providing 
opportunities for teachers and students 
to interact with native English speakers 
can enhance language skills and cultural 
understanding.  



Future directions for EFL teachers. 

• Curriculum Reform: Reforming the 
curriculum to include real-life contexts and 
scenarios will make English learning more 
applicable and engaging.  

• Community Involvement: Involving parents 
and communities in the educational process 
can create a more supportive environment 
for language acquisition. 



 
Implications for EFL Teachers 

 
• How does English affect education 

policies in Thailand? 

• What skills should Thai EFL teachers 
develop? 

• Classroom challenges in using ELF. 
 



 
Micro-Teaching Activity 

 
• Design a 5-minute lesson applying ELF 

principles. 

• Possible topics: 
–Teaching English for tourism 

–Using differentiated instruction for ELF 
learners 

–Adapting materials for global 
communication 

 


