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What is linguistics ?



Linguistics can be defined as the

scientific or systematic study of

language.  It scientifically studies

the rules, systems, and principles

of human languages. 



Scopes of linguistics



Microlinguistics includes phonetics,

phonology, morphology, syntax,

semantics and pragmatics.

Macrolinguistics includes

sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics,

applied linguistics, etc.



Phonetics

Phonetics is the scientific study of

speech sounds.  It studies how speech

sounds are articulated, transmitted

and received.



Phonology

Phonology is the study of how speech

sounds function in a language. It

studies the ways speech sounds are

organized.



Morphology

Morphology is the study of the

internal structure of words and word

formation.  It can be considered as

the grammar of words. 



Syntax

Syntax is the study of combining

words into phrases, clauses, and

sentences.  It can be considered as

the grammar of words. 



Universal Properties of Language
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