MR gzx'ﬁzszwfw

LI 9

@J%’”Wﬂfﬁwﬁjjﬁf@ i

22 W, 253

77/
i 473105 95 674 4)pA07

A oulasy e ros97
907 ﬂ/fx/f%v KL f//@é’ﬁéﬁi
Wana &, wEmo

50.—-



WeHUAaUMSAUASLAza:zAS
925 auuaiLauy ll']Qﬂ‘iﬁ;ﬂ ﬂ‘gﬁ i.n. 10300 T‘ﬂi. 2412094 Uay 2414854

. a &
Tuaamamianisvas da. as. and wiadada

© A\l U 5] o o < T
yinnumbnwadlngues as. ene wazsueamlaiana o
o Y 4 S Y é
TIMNUAseIAUAS Inennsiauazerlnin

v v X « L]

SUAURIDAUATAING lUsIMuBINN

o Y -] < a d d
NMNBAIITIMIMNAUAS gdall vausAsugrdas

° ] 1Y 1Y v o
ﬂ]“u]ﬂiuﬂlﬂﬂq‘lﬂ31"5@“““\1@‘3?‘1913’“13

o « aQ dg A )
suaeuauasuazingdall lnsnlanasgunsaq

< QA oA <
nquguazilyinauas Ing
v 9 A oA
Narumsiia
aomiaq i

< v «f 3 & < ]

UNWHNUABUSUALATOIAUAINAZITNINAY
Y o ad <

Tilsaaavonslannanvdadmsaunsuazazas




ABSTRACT

Thai music is different from those of other nations. With its own style
of expression. Thai music is uncomparable to other kinds of music. It is a great
mistake to classify Thai music as a primitive one. Since Sukothai period, Thai
miisic has been revolutionized and developed into a great art. At present, there are
several Thai songs survived from Ayudhaya period. A great number of songs, mostly

in extended versions, has been composed in Bangkok period. Thai musical instruments

have also been highly developed and many new ones created. Different types of band

have also been formed since the beginning of Bangkok period.

THE THAI MUSICAL SCALE

The Thai musical scale is somewhat similar to the diatonic scale of Western
music, but not identical. It consists of seven different full-tone steps arranged equi—
distantly within its octave. There are no half—tones between any of these seven full—
tone steps. Should we divide this seven full-tone scale into semitones, there would be

(14 113
fourteen instezd of twelve as in the case of Chromatic Scale of Western music.

Since the Thai scale has seven full—tone steps divided equi~distantly within
its octave, one would change the key—note in playing any Thai song without affecting
the arrangement of the scale steps at all. However, in performing Thai music, such a
key—note is always fixed in order to have a proper tonality and to fit with the type of

wood—wind and bowed instruments playing in the band.

THE BASIC MELODY
The “Basic Melody” (or “Look Kong" in Thai languagc) is the principal
part of the Thai melody. In composing a Thai song, only “Basic Melody” will be
arranged by the composer. Musicians have to learn this Melody from their teacher and

interprete it into full-melody by thzmselves during the performance.

In performing Thai music, the Kong Wong Yai (a percussion instrument

used in the Pi—Pat Band ’> will be the only instrument carrying the Basic Melody
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and all the other instruments are only accessories embellishing the said Melody. For

this reason. every musician playing in a Pi—Pat Band (exccpt the one who plays “Kong
Wong Yai"> will have to interprete the Basic Melody into full-melody by himself
to fit his instrument in its own fashion.

Most Thai musicians prefer to learn music orally from their teacher,
because it is the only way to help them memorize the Basic Melody so that they
will be able to interprete it into full-melody properly and quickly. By using the
notation, the musician will lose a chance to show off his ability in interpreting the
Basic Melody and will feel embarrassing during the performance of music, because
someone else has already arranged the full-melody for him, instead of doing it by

impromptu himsclf during the performance.
THE EMBELLISHMENT

The interpretation of Basic Melody into full-melody to fit each instrument
(13 "
in its own fashion is known as Embellishment . 1t has already been mentioned that

all other instruments used in the Pi{—Pat— Band, except Kong Wong Yai, are only
accessories embellishing the Basic Melody, making the variation such as doubling,
anticipating, retarding, hesitating, syncopating, and so on. The beauty of songs depends
mainly on the embellishment made arround the Basic Melody.

The embellishment can be made in various ways to fit each instrument
in its own fashion. No musician can make the cmbellis};mcnt as he did previously,
nor can two musicians make them alike. Everyone has his own style of making
embellishments, some do much better than others. This depends mainly on the knowledge

and experience of the musician himself.

THE THAI SONGS

There are two main types of Thai songs, namely;, Phleng Dontri and Pleng

Rub Rong.
1) PHLENG DONTRI (INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC)

This type of song includes those melodies which are performed without

singers. It can be classified into four groups;



a) Phleng Home Ronge (Prelude).

b) Phleng Na Part (to accompany the movements of actors in performing
Khon and Lakorn or anv Thai musical drama).

¢) Phleng Riang (a set of songs inwhich similar melodies are put together
in a beautiful combination)

d) Phleng Hang Kriang (a set of phleng song—chan and chan-deow arranged
in such a style that it can be performed in quick tempo following
the ' Look Mod (or the cnd) of a phleng Thau or phleng Sam—chan.

2) PHLENG RUB RONG
Phleng Rub Rong can be divided into 3 main categories I~

a) Phleng Tub There are two kinds of Phleng Tub. They are as follows
a. 1) Tab phleng (a set of songs inwhich several melodies, each with

singing performance, are put together in such a manner that emphasis is made on the
consistency of melodies, but words may come from different sources ; °
a. 2/ Tib Riang (same as a.], but words are selected to relate a story

or part of a story, and no emphasis is made on the consistency of melodies as in

the case of a. 'I)

b} Phleng Thau

Phleng Thiu consists of 3 classes of melodies, namely; Phleng Sam—Chan
(the most extended version), PhlmgSang—Ch&n'(the medium extended version) and
Phleng Chan—Deow (the non—extended version).

The medium extended version is double extended from the nou-extended
version, and the most extended version is also double extended from the medium
extended one.

The most extended version as well as the medium and non-extended
version can be performed separately, However, a set of these 3 versions can be
performed together, starting from the most extended version-down to the non-extended

(44 »»
version, and in this case the whole set is known as Phleng Thau .



¢) Phleng Kiled
Any Phleng Sam—Chan or Song—Chin which is performed separately as
mentioned above is known as “Phleng Kled . Singing forms an important part of both
Phleng Thau and Phleng Kleéd.
THE SINGING PERFORMANCE

The singing performance may be carried out in 4 different ways:

a) Rong Songe or Rong Rub:

A song is first sung by a vocallist or vocallists and followed by the whole
band with the same Basic Melody.  of course, the interpretation of Basic Melody into
full melody by the singer and all other musicians differs in style.

b) Rong Claw :

In this case the music will accompany the singing and the interpretation of
Basic Melody into singing and musical melody is very much similar to each other

¢) Rong Lam Long

The music also accompanies the singing as in the case of b), but the interpretation
of Basic Melody into full melody differ s.In other words, the music will accompany the singing
in its own fashion, not in the singing style. Together, they form a beautiful combination.

d) Rong Clau:

The music accompanies the singing as in the case of c), but using different
Basic Melody. However, they both have something related to each other, When performed

together, they also form a beautiful combination.

THE INSTRUMENTS

There are 3 main types of Thai mu<ical instruments, namely ; the percussion.

wind, and stringed instruments..

1} THE PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS

Many kinds of percussion instruments$ are used in Thai music. At present, about
37 kinds of such instruments are available. This type of instruments can be divided into

2 classes.



a) The Meclodic Instruments
Generally, the percussion melodic instruments are made of wood and metal.
There are about 10 kinds of the said instruments such as Ranad Kk (Tenor Xylophone), Ranad
Toom (Baritone Xylophone), Ranad ¥k Lék or Ranad Thong, (Metal Tenor Xylophone/,
Ranad Toom Lék ( Metal Baritone Xylophone), Kong Wong Yai { Large Circle of Gongs/, Kong
Wong Lék (Small Circle of Gongs/, Kong Mon Yai ( Large Circle of Gongs in Mon Style/,
Kong Mon Lék (Small Circle of Gongs in Mon Style) and Kong Chai (Circle of Kong—~Chai
Gongs/ '
b) The Rhythmic Instruments
There are about 30 kinds of Rhythmic Instruments available in Thai music.
Most of them are made of skin or leather. Only some of them are made of wood or
metal. Included in this class of instruments are :
b. 1 tnstruments made of bamboo such as Kraw, Kronge and Krab Kaa.
b. 2 instruments made of hard wood such as Krab Phuang and Krab Sebha,
b. 8 instruments made of metal such as Ching, Chab, Kong Mong, Kong
Meng, Kong Hui or Kong Chai and Kong Kha,
b. 4 instruments made of skin or leather such as Klong Tad, Taphone,
Taphone Mon, Song Na, klong kaag, Klong Malaya, Klong Cha-tri,
Klong Taphone, Klong Chand, Klong Yao, Klong Marican, Klong
Mahorathuk, Tone Cha—tri, Tore Mahori, Rammana, Perng Mang,

‘ Perng Mang Khawk, Ta-lot~pot and Ban Da.
2) THE WIND INSTRUMENTS

‘ About 15 varieties of wind instruments are nrow being used in Thai music.
They can be .lassified in 2 groups, namely; Khlui and Pi.

a) Khluii (Flutc Instrumcnts)

All Khlii are whistled instruments and usually made of bamboo. However,
they can be made of hard wood or ivory. There are 5 kinds of Khlui namely;
Khlai Phiang Aw, Khlai Leeb, Khlai Kruad, Khiii Leeb Kruad and Khilii C.

b Pi (Rccd Instruments)



There are about 10 kinds of Pi available in Thai music. The most important
class includes Pi Nawk, Pi Klang, Pi Nai and Pi Nawk Tam. Besides these, a few more
kinds are also available such as Pi—-Aw, Pi~Saw, Pi—Chanai, Pi—Chawa and Pi-Mon.

Another class of wind instruments is known as “ Traa” All instruments
in this class are made of metal. However, they are used only in royal ceremonies.
Two kinds of “Traa” are now available, namely; Traa- Farang and Traa Ngawn.
The complete set of Traa used in royal ceremonies is known as “Traa Séng'”. In this

(11 "
case, another wind instrument Siang which is made of sea— shell is also included.

3) THE STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

Two main types‘of stringed instruments are available in Thai music, namely;
Bowed instrument and plucked instruments.

a) Bowed Stringed Instruments

There are three kinds of bowed stringed instruments used in Thai music.
They are “Saw-Sam-Sai’ or “Three Stringed Fiddle”, Saw Duang” or Tenor Fiddle
and "Saw O or " Baritone Fiddle .

Another bowed instrument is call “S&—law”. This instrument is not used
in any Thai classical band. It is used omnly for folk music in the Northern part of
Thailand.

b) Plucked Stringed Instruments

There are five kinds of plucked instruments, but only two are used in the
Thai classical band. They are Jakey and Krajabpi. Besides these, Pin Phia, Pin Nam Tao,
and Seung are also avatlable.

THE THAI MUSICAL BAND
Thai musical band can be classified into five different groups. They are

as follows :—

1) BANLENG PIN

This band consists of only one musician who is the vocallist and at the same

time plucks a Pin to accompany his own singing.
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2) CAB-MAIL

This band consists of one Saw—Sam—Sai player, one drum (Ban D&w\) beater
and one singer. It is used mainly in royal ceremonies.

3) PIPAT

This bé.nd consists mainly of percussion instruments. It can be arrang-d in 3
different sizes.

a) Pipat Kriiang Hi (The Small percussion Ensemble)

This band consists of 3 melodic and 2 rhythmic instruments namely; / af N,
Ranad Bk, Kong Wong Yai, Taphone and klongtad and Ching. ‘

b) Pipat Kriang Khi (The Medium-Sized Percussion Ensemble)

This band consists of 6 melodic instruments. In other words, anoth¢r ins—
trument of each kind used in Pipat Kriieng Ha is added, making a pair. This is the
reason why the band is known as “Pipat Kraang Khi' ( Khic means ~ double )

The instruments included in this band are a pair of pi ( Pi Nai and Pi
Néwkr/, a pair of ranad (Radad ¥k and Ranad Toom/, a pair of kong wong ( Kong
Wong Yai and Kong Wong Lek), a pair of large drums ( Klong Tad Tua Mia and
Tua Phil; and some of rhythmic instruments such as Taphone, Klong Caak, Song Na,
Ching, Chab, Krab, Moug elc.

¢) Pipat Kriang Yai (Large Percussion Ensemble)

When RanadEk Lék and Ranad Toom Lék are added to the medium-sized percussion

ensemble, the band is known as “Pipat Kriiang Yéi” or “Large Percussion Ensemble .
4) MAHORI

Mahori can also be divided into 2 main groups, namely; the Old Mahori
and Mahori Kriang Sai.
a) The 0d Miheri (or Mahori Ying)

. The oldest one was called “Ms‘ahori Kriang Si”. This band was originated
in Sukothai or Ayuthaya period. It consisted of only 4 musicians. The four instruments
included in this band were Saw—Sam~Sai, Krajabpi, Tone ( Tub) and Krab puang.

Later on more and more instruments had been added and the size of the

11 ] 4 . b2 4 N .
band was gradually enlarged into Mahori Kriiang'Hok’ (Hok mean six /, “Mahori
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Kriiang padd (paad means “eight”) and so on. Finally, it became “Mahori Kriang
Yai (Thc Grand Mahori Band). This band included all the percussion melodic
instruments used in the Large Percussion Ensemble (but smaller in size/). Flute instruments
or khlii were used instead of Pi Nai and Pi Nawk, Only 5 rhythmic instruments
were wsed in the band namely; Ching, Chab, Krdb, Mong and Ton-Ramana.

The musicians playing in the above mentioned bands were all women.
However, the band are not so popular at present, for another type of Mahori, known

as  Mahori Kriiang Sai has been developed. Both men and women can participate in

this band as well.

b) Maheri Kriiang Sai

“Mahori Kriiang Sai mean Mahori plus Kriiang Sai (or string band). This
type of Mahori can also be classified into 3 sizes, namely; Swall, Medium sized. and
the Grand Mahort Kriiang Sai Band.

All the small sized percussion instruments used in the Old Grand Mahori
Band (mentioned in a) and all the stringed instruments used in Kriang Sai (String
Band) are included in the Grand Mahori Kriiang Sai Band. The rhythmic instruments

are also the same as those used in the Old Grand Mahori Band.
5) KRUANG SAI (STRING BAND)

All kinds of stringed instruments, except Saw -Sam—Sat and Krajabpi which are
used only in Mahori Band, are included in Kriiang Sai. These instruments are Saw Duang,
Saw O and Ji—-Ke. Flute instruments such as Khliai Phiang Aw and Khlai Leeb, and such
rhythmic instruments as Ching, Chab, Krab, Mong and Tone-Ramana are also included.

Kriang Sai or String Band can also be classified into 2 sizes. The small
band or “Kriiang Sai Wong Lék” includes all instrument as mentioned above, but
only one instrument of eaqh kind will be used. ‘Should another instrument of each
kind be added, the band will become “Kriiang Sai Kriiang Khi" or ' Medium—sized
String Band .

Besides the above mentioned ensembles, Ang—Karoong and various folk

musical bands are also available. Howevers, they are not classified as Thai classical band.
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