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Topics

.Language and Linguistics
.Allomorphs, Morphemes and Words
. Types of morpheme

. The hierarchical structure of words
.Word formation processes

.Word classes

.Variation at different levels of

linguistic structure
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CLASSROOM ATTENDANCE

ASSIGNMENTS
MIDTERM EXAMINATION
FINAL EXAMINATION

10%
30%
30%
30%



What is morpheme?

- Definitions:

A morpheme is the minimal unit of
meaning.

- Example:  un+system+atic+al+ly

+ Note: morphemes £ words



What are morphemes?

0 A morpheme 1s the smallest unit of meaning or grammatical
function.

boys girls
A morpheme can be a root word, prefix, or suffix.
like unlike likely

Most words are more than one morpheme long, but a morpheme
1s not the same as a syllable.

likable ( 3 syllables, 2 morphemes)
How many morphemes are there in the word “unbelievable™?




‘morpheme

[ free J [ bound ]

[ lexical } [functionalj (derivationaﬂ [inflectionalj

(teach, book) (a, the, and, but) (re-, un-, -ly, -ful) (-'s, -S, -ing, -ed)




Example of word formation

« Root System

« Stem  system + atic

« Stem  un + System + ahic

+ Stem  un + System + atic + al

- Word un+system+atic+al +ly




Examples of Morphemes

. One morpheme

- Two morphemes

. Three morphemes

. Four morphemes

. More than four

boy (one syllable)

desire, lady, water (two
syllables)

crocodile (three syllables)
salamander (four syllables), or
more syllables

boy + ish

desire + able

boy + ish + ness
desire + able + ity

gentle + man + li + ness

un + desire + able + ity

un + gentle + man + li + ness
anti + dis + establish + ment +
ari + an + ism




How Inflectional Morphemes

TENSE: Are Used in English

Mrs. Willshire baked
a cherry pie.

An inflectional morpheme is a suffix
that assigns a particular grammatical
property to a word. The inflectional
morphemes are -s, -es, -’s, -5, -ed,
-en, -er, -est, and -ing.

NUMBER: Tt N\ =

Zeke made two blueberry pies.

94 POSSESSION:

% Zeke’s blueberry pies were sweet.

COMPARISON:

The cherry pie was sweeter.

ThoughtCo.



Dernivational Morpheme
@,

sreate new wards by changing the

meaning of by changing the word class
of the word (make words or new
words of a  differert grammatical
category from the slem)

#in derivalion a new word is formed by
adding an affix o the rool or slem






DEFINITION

ALLOMORPHS: Variations of Morphemes.
Allomorphs are different forms of the samr
morpheme, or basic unit of meaning. Th
can be different pronunciations or different
spellings. i
n allomorphs is wany of the differents fo

@ morphemen» ( Richards, Platt &

re » 1987)




{-S pl} = /-o2/ ~ |2/ ~ |-§/ © [-on/ = [g]
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Allomorphy

» What'’s going on in these cases?

/iIn-/ + legible = llegible
/in-/ + regular = irreqular
/in-/ + legal = illegal

* There are two new forms of the affix: /il-/ and /ir-/
* These are called allomorphs.

 Allomorphs = “different forms”



ZERO ALLOMORPH

) The past tense form of hurt is formed by
adding the zero allomorph of{ -D1 }-to t







