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What is language ?



Language is a system of communication that

consists of a set of spoken, written, or signed

symbols used by people to express thoughts,

emotions, ideas, and information.

It is systematic and rule-governed.

Used for communication, expression, and thinking.

Every language has its own structure, sounds, and grammar.



What is linguistics ?



Linguistics is the scientific study of language 

and its structure, including 

* the study of sounds (phonetics and phonology), 

* word formation (morphology), 

* sentence structure (syntax), 

* meaning (semantics), and 

* language use (pragmatics).



Scopes of linguistics



Microlinguistics includes phonetics,

phonology, morphology, syntax,

semantics and pragmatics.

Macrolinguistics includes

sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics,

applied linguistics, etc.



Morphology

Study of sound patterns  

Study of word structure and word formation  

Study of sentence structure  

Study of speech sounds  

Phonology

Phonetics

Syntax

Semantics

Pragmatics

Study of meaning 

Study of language in context 



Universal Properties of Language

























A speaker’s internal knowledge of the language system --  
      such as grammar, sounds, vocabulary, and sentence structure.

It exists in the speaker’s mind, even if it hasn’t been spoken out
loud.

Example:
A speaker knows that “I goes to school” is incorrect because
it violates grammatical rules.
They know that “The cat eats fish” is correct, but “Fish cat
eats” sounds odd.

Linguistic Competence



The actual use of language in real-life situations — including
speaking, writing, listening, and reading.
Sometimes errors occur, such as speaking incorrectly,
forgetting words, or stumbling, even if the speaker knows
the correct rules.

Example:
When speaking quickly, someone might accidentally say “He go to
school” instead of “He goes to school.”
A person may speak hesitantly due to nervousness, even though
they know the correct sentence structure.

Linguistic Performance







Compare the properties of different languages, such as

Thai vs. English, and analyze how each language reflects

the universal properties of language.

TASK



Thank you
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