King of Kings : Presentation
of the Heroic Image 1n
Royal Barge Procession
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INTRODUCTION

* Royal Ship Lyrics or Royal Barge Procession Chant 1s the chant in a
rhythm to let the rowers of each boat to row the barges in the
synchronized manner. Apart from beautiful rhythm, the lyric in a Royal
Barge Procession Chant describes the extravaganza of the barges in the
procession, praises the King, expresses the worship to Lord Buddha and
depicts the beauty of the nature and places along the route of the
procession. (Ruenruethai Satchaphan, 2013: 46). |
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INTRODUCTION

* Barge procession chants can be categorized into 2 types, namely,
leisure chant and Royal Barge Procession Chant. However, at present,
leisure boat chants have become less significant because people have
changed their main transportation mean from waterborne transport to
land transport. Hence, leisure boat chants have disappeared from Thai
society, leaving alone the Royal Barge Procession Chants which are
chanted during a royal water procession. (Sorati Chaisa-at, 2006: 121).




INTRODUCTION

* Therefore, Royal Barge Procession Chant 1s a unique cultural aspect of
‘hailand. It can be said that Thailand 1s the only country in the world
that has Royal Barge Procession, especially in the reign of His Majesty
King Rama IX (the Father of His Majesty King Rama X, the current
king), mn which there were Royal Barged Processions arranged
throughout the reign when there were significant royal ceremonies and
significant occasions, which reflects the wisdoms in the respects of
naval 'architecture, painting, sculpture, performance art, music and
literature fhat can be seen in a Royal Barge Procession Chant or Verse
which 1s the core of Royal Barge Procession.
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INTRODUCTION

* The researcher has observed that the Royal Barge Procession of Thailand
has received  1influences from India as Somdet Krommaphraya

Damrongrachanuphap hypothesized (cited in Ruenruethair Satchaphan,
2013:43) :

* “Royal Barge Procession Chant is a magical spell in a

sorcery doctrine. Originally, the chant might have been sung

_ in Sanskrit Language but time passed by and it was cut to

o “Yeo Yao” as it sounds nowadays. Still, it is called in the

doctrine “Sawahae,” “Chalawahae” and “Mulahae,” which
" - enables use to realize that it originates from India.”




INTRODUCTION

* From the quoted expression, it can be assumed that the composition of
a Royal Barge Procession Verse may be influenced from Sanskrit
Language. Nevertheless, 1n latter eras, Royal Barge Procession Verses
are composed 1n different fashions on terms of contents, forms and
purposes. In latter eras, a Royal Barge Procession Verse i1s composed
when there 1s a special occasion, and has the aims of describing that
special occasion and, most importantly, praising His Majesty King
Rama IX (the Father of His Majesty King Rama X, the current king).
It can be said that the norm of Royal Barge Procession Chant has been
changed from describing the extravaganza of the barges and the beauty
of the nature to praising the king (Sorati Chaisa-at, 2006: 424), as the

following example. .,
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D NNEILAINIULY B0 Ll B26LD His hands wipe away all suffering and sickness
¢ o = & < o o Dispels all darkness, bringing to the people light and
ﬂa%‘i’!ﬂ"ﬂ"lt!ﬂﬂ']l,ﬂﬁy LEI%T’]’J%%’]%J’W!T]Q%’] coolness

LN BABNNTIATDS LHWAUNDILNUAWSTIN  The Land that he rules becomes a golden land, a just land

S S R AT T ) Whenever hardship appears, He dispels it with his
5 v g hardworking hands.
I~ Al < o @ ‘W o 6
PR LA U WBAWNUN NINNTUANDEUN UG So much work, so many things and people in need
SRR Ia S A LA ﬂ@mmﬁu A day of rest, For Him, a rare thing indeed!




@ A 6 % 1 1 v A /a . . .
WNNNHABTBITIY AN ABLTLTN His Palace is the Fields, His curtains - the mountains

Saur U LlssLw 1 laulas9saaaus  The heat and cold of the day, all surround him like perfume.
q
: A 9 If one can count His Footsteps, would measure around the
FIINTZUINNLINTT  F1ITDUAMNIRING globe
WILLR NN D97 M lwasiuasrianlng  The sweat he shed for His people, would have flooded the
nation.
ST




INTRODUCTION

* A Royal Barge Procession Chant has the main objective of honoring
His Majesty King Rama IX (the Father of His Majesty King Rama X,
the current king), with the contents that reflect the perseverance and
commitment of His Majesty King Rama IX to implementing many
Royal Initiatives throughout His Majesty’s reign, with the dedication

and sacrifice of His Majesty’s own convenience to cherishing
citizens of Thailand. His Majesty King Rama IX had dealt wit]

all the

1 many

problems and crises 1n order to conquer the poverty of people with His

Majesty’s bravery and perseverance. Therefore, the contents”

of the

Royal Barge Procession Chant has the flavor of bravery o¢ people or
Wirarot 1n accordance with the theory of the flavors 1n literatures in

Sanskrit Language.

LA

"II ™
e




INTRODUCTION

* Royal Barge Procession Chant 1s

unique 1n term of literal art because

of beautiful rhythm and unique attributes with the aim of stimulating

rowers’ and audience’ emotions.

From the Literature review, 1t 1s

discovered that most of the former research works have a key
objective to study on Royal Barge Procession Chant with the focus on
the technique, especially the technique that concerns literal art. Thus,
this research work will study on the Royal Barge Procession Chant
with the focus on the Wirarot or flavor of bravery or heroism in

accordance with the theory of tl
Languag e, and the Wirarot that de

ne flavors 1n literatures in Sanskrit
picts the 1image of the king, which 1s

the extension and fulfillment of the perspective for the study on Royal
Barge Procession Chant 1in a broader sense.
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SCOPE OF THE STUDY

* This research work 1s a descriptive analysis on the data from a book
entitled ‘Royal Barge Procession Chants from Ayutthaya Period to the
Reight of King Bhumibol’ published in 2013 by Saeng Dao Printing
Press, with Ruenruethai Satchaphan Beijing the Editor-in-Chief.
However, this research uses only 15 Royal Barge Procession Chants
that are composed 1n the reign of His Majesty King Rama IX.




CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
BY THEORY

* This research work 1s conducted on the basis of the theory of the
flavors 1n literatures in Sanskrit Language, which is used as the core
theory for the analysis on Royal Barge Procession Chants that are
composed 1n the reign of His Majesty King Rama IX. Kusuma
Rakmani (2006: 24) stated that ‘Flavor (Rot)’ 1s an emotional reaction
that happens in the mind of an audience who has sensed the emotion
that the poet/author conveys through a literal work. Theoretical, there

are 9 tlavors but this study focuses on the study on Wirarot (flaver of
bravery) only. Kusuma Rakmani (2006: 127) defined,Wirarot as
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
BY THEORY

* Wirarot means admiration. It is the emotion that emerges
from the perception of bravery, which is an attribute of a
decent individual. Bravery is expressed in three ways,
namely, Thanwira (bravery for giving out ones’ belongings).
Thamwira (bravery for doing good deeds or performing ones
duties) and Ronwira (bravery for fight).




RESEARCH FINDINGS

* The discussion on research findings 1s divided into 2 parts in
accordance with the research objectives. The first part 1s the discussion
on Wirarot (flavor of bravery) in Royal Barge Procession Chants and
the second part presents the discussion on Wirarot and image of the
king 1n various aspects.




RESEARCH FINDINGS

1) Bravery in Royal Barge Procession Chant
1.1 Thanwira (Generosity)

LEINRIGIIITN @;ﬁ]meﬂizﬁﬂlﬁamg@ His Majesty the King supports careers, like light of
kindness. Agriculture is supported by the King ,with
‘New Theory’ of Chai Phatthana Suggested.

[+ QU Q/ a W 6
QNNATNUUTINUN - WIZWNINBE1I91) 521 When flood problem becomes severe, the King

“UuR9” LRUFIS) “Saulan” snwlans protects his followers.With ‘Monkey Cheek’
technique and ‘Pasak’ Damn to keep water.

INBATNITNNITIAYL e lnd” Tuwaw



RESEARCH FINDINGS

* In the example shown, there mentioned Royal Initiatives of His
Majesty King Rama IX that cover supports in the areas of education,
public health and agriculture and careers that His Majesty King Rama
IX has provided to all people in urban and rural areas. This reflects His
Majesty’s true great generosity because His Majesty has developed
intellectual of all Thar people in order to improve their life quality
through His Majesty’s Royal Initiatives, the total number of which 1s
4,741 projects that spread throughout all the regions of Thailand. -

* Retrieved in September 2018, from RDPB: http.//?vww. rdpb.go.th



http://www.rdpb.go.th/

RESEARCH FINDINGS

1.2 Thamwira (Righteousness)

* As for His Majesty King Rama IX’s righteousness, the discussion can
be divided into 2 minor issues, which are the support for all religions
and the righteousness 1n practice as a Thammikaracha (the King with
Righteousness).




RESEARCH FINDINGS

* His Majesty King Rama IX 1s the supporter of all religions because
His Majesty has had the intentions to build the Principal Buddha
Image for each of all provinces 1n Thailand and also cherished
Buddhism and other religions in His Majesty’s Kingdom.

* In addition, His Majesty is also the King of Righteousness because His
Majesty has applied principles of Lord Buddha’s preaching to the
governance, which 1s reflected in the following example
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NATIINAIROA nefiel3nninu He practices the Ten Virtues and 1n ten

¢ & 2 a directions, he alleviates all suffering
WITLATOARIAR MIEINAIILNIN N3
His Greatness becomes known all
around, even internationally.
&




RESEARCH FINDINGS

* His Majesty King Rama IX has relied on the principles of good deeds
in governing people, which has been shown through His Majesty’s
first formal announcement 1n the coronation ceremony, “I will govern
this Kingdom with good deeds for the happiness of all Siamese
people.” In addition, the Ten Deeds for Rulers (Thosaphitratchatham)
have been mentioned 1n the chants more frequently than other
principles. In addition, His Majesty has ordained in accordance with

the royal tradition 1n order to sustain Buddhism and make merits.
>
s




RESEARCH FINDINGS

1.3 Ronwira (Fight)

* As for His Majesty King Rama IX, the bravery for fight does not mean
any battle event though His Majesty has been the Supreme
Commander by the Constitution of Thailand and has supported the
military forces and supported military and police officers’ morale.




RESEARCH FINDINGS

 From the consideration on all the studied data, it 1s discovered that His
Majesty King Rama IX has had the great bravery for fights, which are
the ‘Battles with People’s Poverty’. All the 15 Royal Barge
Procession Chants that are studied in this research work have
mentioned His Majesty’s perseverance in working and running His
Majesty’s Royal Initiatives for the well-being of people throughout
His Majesty’s reign, as 1n the following example.




asesmadfisunegl  gudum@andasds His Majesty the King cherishes the

SO SO Jatlasrulussal country like the parasol that protects
ROINTZUNUTEWR Ny ﬂszﬁuvl,i’nﬂﬁuﬁ Thazi citizens.
HOINITRATINIZWIAT nyslaummnnisou His Majesty’s righteousness and

generosity can rid the problems every
now and then.

His Majesty’s two feet have been to
everywhere throughout the land.

His Majesty’s two arms have
embraced all the people of Thai clan.



ﬁ@dﬁﬂ‘liﬁ”l HWISL UG ﬂidLﬁ%L%@lnﬂLLV{{m%

ROINTZNTIWRAUNS
R2IUNNNTILLN
LUARUATNTZ TN

His Majesty’s two eyes look over

LW@LLﬁ’nﬂiwaﬂﬂizmﬁ everywhere,

LAIBLINATOINIT His Maiesty’s t listen t 1

T 1S aJeS y S WO cars 11Sten 1o peop C
with care.

His Majesty two shoulders bear all the
people since His Majesty’s very first day
of Kingship.

Until the age of eighty-five, workload

has never dripped.



RESEARCH FINDINGS

* The given example 1s the Chant for the Royal Barge Procession for
His Majesty King Rama IX’s 85™ Anniversary, which is the last Royal
Barge Procession in His Majesty’s reign . The poet has shown that
throughout the long reign, His Majesty has battled people’s poverty
and the result 1s that His Majesty could conquer over poverty and
problems that Thai people have experienced with. His Majesty’s
perseverance and patience have been empirical evidence that His
Majesty_has the attributes of Ronwira, which is different from many
other kings in the past.
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RESEARCH FINDINGS

2) Images of the King from Wirarot in Royal Barge Procession
Chants

* Images depicted through literatures are built through the selection,
refinement and highlighting of certain attributes on the bases of truth,
and certain beliefs and values. Thus, details of an 1image ot anything or
any person work together to convey certain meanings and values 1n the
socio-cultural areas that are related to that thing or person. (Sano
Charoenphon, cited in Marasi Sothip, 2008: 18). -

* Wirarot that appears in the Royal Barge Procession Chant plays

important roles in presenting the images of His Majesty King Rama IX
in 5 aspects as follows.
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RESEARCH FINDINGS

2.1 King of Development

* His Majesty King Rama IX 1s the King of Development, especially the
development of people. The United Nations has presented the Human
Development Lifetime Achievement Award (UNPD) in 2013. Mr. Kofi
Annan, the Secretary-General of the United Nations delivered the
laudation, as follows:




RESEARCH FINDINGS

* Your Majesty has mand an extraordinary contribution to
human development. As the worlds “Development King”,
Your Majesty has reached out to the poorest and the most
vulnerable people of Thailand — regardless of their status,
ethnicity or religion — listened to their problems, and
empowered them to take their lives in their own hands.




RESEARCH FINDINGS

2.2 King of Righteousness

* All the 15 studied Royal Barge Procession Chants mention that H

1dea of Khamyuang Warasitthichai (2006: 66) as follows.

1S
Majesty King Rama IX, rules the country on the bases of the
principles of Dhamma or good deeds. This discovery concurs with the



RESEARCH FINDINGS

* “Royal Barge Procession Chant especially highlights the
righteousness of the King, reflecting that Thosaphitratchatham (10
deeds for rulers), especially kindness, is the mean for the King to
dissolve people’s problems. the King's sacrifice of self-convenience
and dedication to hardship from works are roles of the King in the
light of religion. In addition, the Kings efficient implementation of
Buddhist principles to governance is concurrent to the concept of the
Righteous King, which has been undertaken since the ancient time.”




RESEARCH FINDINGS

2.3 Father of the Kingdom and Spirit of the Nation

* His Majesty King Rama IX 1s a king that stays close to his people. In
the studied Royal Barge Procession Chants, His Majesty 1s referred to
as the ‘Father’ and the Spirit of the Nation, as in the following
example.




RESEARCH FINDINGS

nauwwIysey Juwssnudns His Majesty is the top Jewel in our Nation

IUWTZUTTA avlnaastusw  His virtues envelops us like an umbrella.




RESEARCH FINDINGS

* From the aforementioned example, 1t 1s apparent that His Majesty
King Rama IX 1s the Father of the Kingdom and the Spirit of the
Nation. Siriwan Nanthachanthun (2007: 26) stated that the perspectlve
that tHa1 people have towards His Majesty King Rama IX 1s that His
Majesty 1s the Father of the Kingdom and People. This i1s because His
Majesty cares about people and find solutions to solve all the people’s
problems. Besides, for Thai people, His Majesty 1s a beloved king and
1sas 1mportant as their life. Thai people always reflect the close bond
between people and His Majesty.
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RESEARCH FINDINGS

2.4 Bodhisattva

e From t
Rama |

ne studied Royal Barge Procession Chants, His Majesty King
(X has had one of the characteristics of a Bodhisattva, which

has had

| an avatar to fight difficulties that people face with, which 1s a

merit making of a Bodhisattva. The author of the chant used as the

exampl

enlightenment 1f 1t was the wish of His Majesty.

¢ has also wished that His Majesty would achieve




RESEARCH FINDINGS

2.5 Great Wise Man of the Country

* His Majesty King Rama IX has had expertise in different fields and
has excelled 1n various sciences. His Majesty 1s the Great Wise Man of
the Kingdom, with efficiency in performing all tasks, intelligence and
knowledge that are necessary for ruling the country.




CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

From the study on the Wirarot (flavor of bravery) from 15
samples that are Royal Barge Procession Chants that are composed in
the reign of His Majesty King Rama IX (the father of His Majesty King
Rama X, the current king), 1t 1s discovered that all the 3 types of
Wirarot, namely, Thamswira (generosity), Thamwira (righteousness)
and Ronwira (ﬁght) are found 1n the samples; and from all the 3 types of
Wirarot, Ronwira 1s found out to be most prominent 1n all the chants or
verses to praise His Majesty the King. /~




CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

* Wirarot in Royal Barge Procession Chants 1s a key element that
reflects the 1mage of His Majesty King Rama IX 1n 5 aspects, namely,
the King of Development, the King of Righteousness, the Father of the
Kingdom and the Spirit of the Nation, a Bodhisattva and the Great
Wise Man of the Kingdom. Images from Wirarot has depicted His
Majesty as the ‘Unique King’, as mentioned by Prakhong
Nimmanhemin (1999: 24) as follows.
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CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

“Poets who compose literatures to praise His Majesty King Rama
IX depict that His Majesty is a human being and King under the
Constitution. The attributes that poets always praise are His Majestys
kindness, closer relationships with people than any other kings in other
eras, and sacrifice for the happiness of people. His Majesty has the
tasks to make people happy. The key image of His Majesty reflected
through literatures to honor His Majesty is that His Majesty Kzng Rama
[X is the Unique King.” /




CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

* To praise or to honor the king is a norm for the composition of Thai
literatures. The part to praise the king has existed since the ancient
time, which 1s a key attribute of Thai literatures. Pathama
Thikhaprasoetkun (2013: 17-18) stated that a literature to honor a
person or something consists of 3 parts, namely, Introduction Part
which 1s traditionally necessary for all Thai literatures, the Content
Part that praises the king by describe the attributes and works of the
king, and the Closing Part that includes the objectives of the
composition and the dedication of the literature to the king. Thus, it
can be.assumed that a Royal Barge Procession Chant is influenced by
the< style of literatures to Eralse. the king. Even though the
composit®ns may vary from those in the past, the key objective to
honor the King still remains.



CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

The study on Wirarot in Royal Barge Procession Chants
composed 1n the reign of King Rama IX reveals that the chants partly
make audiences feel admiring, praising and appreciating the great
kindness of His Majesty King Rama IX (the Father of His Majesty King
Rama X, the current king). Not only has the image ot His Majesty been
witnessed among Thai people but the image 1s also perceived by
foreigners, as reflected in the speech delivered by the King of Brunei
Darussalam, on behalves of all the delegates who are the rulers. or
representatives of rulers of various countries who attended the*Reyal
Banquet that their Majesties the King and the Queen of Tha#and threw
at Boromratchasathitmaholan Throne Hall on Tuesday 13% June 2006, as
follows.




CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

Your Majesty,

In recognizing all these accomplishments some accounts of your
reign have accorded you the title “The Great” . We can all understand

why.
But, for us who have come to honour you here, a simpler title
expresses our feelings. It is a dear and very special title.
« You.are Our Friend and Our Most Respected colleague.

™~ . . . » .
You énpire us all and we, Your Majestys peers and admirers,

honour you most deeply for this.
|
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CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

In conclusion, from the study, it can be comncluded that Wirarot
in Royal Barge Procession Chant plays a remarkably significant role in
reflecting the 1image of His Majesty King Rama IX of Chakr1 Dynasty
who not only 1s the ‘Unique King’ but also the ‘King of Kings’ in the
opinion of almost all Thai people forever.




In Remembrance of
His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyade;
The Great
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